Two Hundred and Fifty Facts to Pass the U.S. History and Government Regents
1- The first immigrants who came to the North American continent were the nomadic ancestors of the Native American Indians.  The best estimate of historians is that sometime around 50,000 years ago; several groups began crossing the Bering Sea over a land bridge between Siberia and Alaska.  When the Europeans arrived many years later, the Native Americans who greeted them on the Atlantic coast were Algonquians.

2- The first successful English settlement in North America was established on an island in the James River in Virginia in 1607.  Jamestown, named for the English king, James I, was founded by the London Company.  The settlers at Jamestown suffered greatly at first until they learned to grow tobacco and ship it to England.

3- The second successful English colony was founded by an English company at Plymouth Bay in Massachusetts.  However, the settlers, the Pilgrims, had religious reasons for coming.  The Pilgrims were strict Protestants who wished to separate from the Church of England.  Before landing in Plymouth, 41 adults on the Mayflower signed the Mayflower Compact.  This concept of government by compact or written agreement became a cornerstone of American democracy.

4- Of course, the colonists enjoyed several democratic institutions, based in part on the English political tradition.  In signing the Magna Carta of 1215, the English king had promised not to take away property or to imprison his nobles or townspeople except according to the laws of the land.  The Magna Carta limited the power of the king.  The English also had a representative legislature, known as the Parliament.

5- In 1620, Pilgrims crossing the Atlantic signed the Mayflower Compact, which established a colonial government deriving power from the consent of the governed.

6- Virginia established its own House of Burgesses, in which elected representatives helped govern the colony.

7- The American colonies grew in importance to Great Britain as their population and the value of their trade increased.  Under mercantilism, trade with the colonies was regulated to benefit the “Mother Country” (Great Britain).  The British sold expensive manufactured goods to the colonists, while the colonists sold cheaper raw materials, such as tobacco and cotton, to the British.
8- Because of England’s own problems – such as the Glorious Revolution of 1688 and wars with Holland, France, and Spain during the 17th century – the local governing bodies of the colonies were allowed to expand their powers and activities.  During this period of so-called “salutary neglect,” the British allowed the colonies a great amount of self-government and economic freedom.
9- John Peter Zenger was a printer and journalist whose famous acquittal in a libel suit (1735) established the first important victory for freedom of the press in the English colonies of North America (the Zenger trial).  On November 5, 1733, Zenger published his first issue of the New York Weekly Journal – the political organ of a group of residents who opposed the policies of the colonial governor William Cosby. Although many of the articles were contributed by his more learned colleagues, Zenger was still legally responsible for their content as publisher. His brilliant defense attorney, Andrew Hamilton, argued that the jury itself was competent to decide the truth of Zenger’s printed statements. To the acclaim of the general public and the spectators, the colonial jury acquitted Zenger on the ground that his charges were based on fact – a key consideration in libel cases since that time.

10- In 1754, England called the Albany Congress to establish intercolonial cooperation in dealing with the growing French influence in the Ohio Valley and in lower Canada and to attempt to keep the Iroquois Indians loyal to the British.  The Albany Plan of the Union, drafted by Benjamin Franklin, proposed that the colonies unite in a permanent union for defense.  Although the Albany Plan failed, it introduced the concept of a federal plan of representative government, with specific powers given to a central authority, which later served as a model for the United States Constitution. 

11- In the mid-eighteenth century, Britain and France became involved in the French and Indian War (1754-1763).  The British eventually defeated the French and gained control of Canada, but incurred a large debt in the course of the struggle.  To help pay off their war debt, the British Parliament imposed new taxes on the colonies. 

12- The Iroquois Confederation included the Six Nations – the Mohawk, Tuscarora, Cayuga, Seneca, Onondaga, and Oneida nations.  Its purpose was to keep peace among the tribes and to provide for mutual defense.  Based on a federal system, the individual nations maintained their independence while granting some powers to the Confederation.  It is likely that the union served as a model for colonial union.
13- After the French and Indian War, many colonists began to migrate westward.  This invasion of Native American Indian land by white settlers resulted in an uprising of several tribes.  The British, who could not protect the frontier, and who wished to avoid further conflicts, issued the Proclamation Act of 1763.  This forbade settlement west of the Appalachian Mountains.  The Appalachian Mountains cover much of the eastern part of the United States.
14- To help pay off their war debt, the British Parliament imposed new taxes on the colonies.  The Stamp Act (1765) required colonial newspapers, books and documents to carry an official government stamp.  Colonists objected to the tax, since they were not represented in Parliament.  Parliament repealed the tax, but replaced it with taxes on paper, glass, and tea.
15- When the British repealed all the taxes except the one on tea, in 1773, a group of protesters threw tea off a British ship in Boston harbor.  As a result of the Boston Tea Party, the British government closed Boston harbor and banned public meetings until the tea that had been destroyed was paid for.  Representatives of the colonies met in Philadelphia to discuss the situation.
16- Most colonists opposed the Intolerable Acts, and some came close to outright rebellion.  The Intolerable Acts were four punitive measures enacted by the British Parliament in retaliation for acts of colonial defiance.   On a call from Virginia, all the colonies except Georgia sent delegates to a Continental Congress.  The First Continental Congress met at Carpenters Hall in Philadelphia on September 5, 1774.  The delegates at the Congress were narrowly divided between those who favored resistance and those who advocated conciliation.

17- In his pamphlet, Common Sense, Thomas Paine wrote that it was ridiculous for the American colonies, located on a huge continent, to be governed by a tiny far-off island like Great Britain.  Paine argued that it was only “common sense” for the colonies to seek independence.
18- In mid-1776, a committee headed by Thomas Jefferson drafted the Declaration of Independence.  It was formally adopted by the Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia on July 4, 1776.  The Declaration explained why the colonists had declared independence from Britain.  Its main ideas were taken from the “Social Contract” theory of John Locke.  According to Locke, people form a government to protect their natural rights.  If the government fails to protect its citizens and instead oppresses them, the citizens have a right to overthrow the government and create a new one.
19- With help from the French, after years of fighting the Continental Army under General George Washington finally gained a hard-won victory over the British.  Colonial advantages included patriotic spirit spurred by defending their towns, homes, and families and extensive aid received through a treaty alliance with France.  In 1783, Britain recognized the independence of the thirteen American colonies.  Each colony now became an independent state.
20- An agreement known as the Articles of Confederation went into effect in 1781, while the Revolutionary War was still being fought.  The confederation was a weak, loose association of independent states.  Each state sent one representative to the Confederation Congress, where it had one vote.  There was no national executive or court.  A weakness of the Confederation Congress was that the Congress could not levy national taxes, regulate trade, or enforce its laws.  Each state government was more powerful than the new national government.
21- The Confederation Congress passed the Northwest Ordinance (1787), which provided a system for governing the western territories.  Between 1803 and 1848, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin were admitted as states from the Northwest Territory.  The purpose of the Ordinance was to establish orderly and equitable procedures for the settlement and political incorporation of the Northwest Territory – i.e., that part of the American frontier lying west of Pennsylvania, north of the Ohio River, east of the Mississippi River, and south of the Great Lakes; this is the area known today as the American Midwest.

22- During the fall of 1786, an incident in western Massachusetts helped to convince many Americans that changes in the national government were necessary.  In Massachusetts, farmers who were crushed by demands for payment of debts and taxes joined together.  They took matters into their own hands after the courts ordered that their homes and land be sold to pay their debts.  Led by Daniel Shays, a captain during the Revolutionary War, some 1,200 armed followers gathered to attack the federal arsenal at Springfield.  Shay’s Rebellion was put down by state troops, but if it had spread, the Confederation government would have been too weak to stop it.
23- Delegates from twelve states met in Philadelphia in 1787.  They quickly decided to abandon the Articles of Confederation and to write a new constitution (a document outlining the basic form and rules of government).  The delegates at the Constitutional Convention agreed on the need for a strong central government with a national executive, legislature, and judiciary.

24- Large and small states differed on the method of representation for the new legislature.  The Great Compromise or Connecticut Compromise resolved the conflict by creating a bicameral (two-house) Congress.  In the House of Representatives, states would be represented according to the size of their population.  In the Senate, each state would be represented by two Senators.
25- Delegates from the South wanted to count slaves as part of a state’s population, to increase their number of representatives in the House of Representatives.  It was agreed that three-fifths of the slave population in a state would be counted for the purposes of representation and taxation.  The Three-fifths Compromise was adopted by the Convention.  It was also decided that the method for counting the population would be a census taken every ten years.
26- Antifederalists claimed the new Constitution created too powerful a government with no Bill of Rights to protect citizens’ liberties.
27- Leading Federalists like Alexander Hamilton argued in favor of the Constitution in The Federalist Papers.  They claimed a stronger government was needed to protect against rebellion or foreign attack and to regulate interstate trade.  They also said that citizens should not fear the new government, since its power was divided among three separate branches of government: executive, legislative, and judicial. 

28- Popular sovereignty is the idea that government is created by the people and subject to the will of the people.  The most basic principle of the U.S. Constitution is that the final power in government is held by the people.  This is reflected in the first words of the Preamble: “We the people…”  Americans exercise this power by choosing their own representatives in democratic elections.  
29- Federalism is a system of sharing power between the national and state governments.  The Federal (national) government deals with national matters and relations among the states, while state governments deal with matters within each state.  Concurrent powers, such as the power to tax, are held by both the federal and state governments.  Reserved powers are those held exclusively by state governments.
30- To protect its citizens against tyranny, the national government’s power was further divided among three branches: the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial branches.  This separation of powers makes it almost impossible for any one individual or group to gain control of the entire government.
31- The Elastic Clause of the Constitution expands the powers of the federal government by giving Congress whatever additional powers are “necessary and proper” for carrying out those powers specifically listed in the Constitution.  These additional powers are called implied powers.
32- The Bill of Rights and later amendments to the Constitution placed additional limits on the powers of both the federal and state governments.  The first ten amendments of the Constitution are known as the Bill of Rights and include the right to freedom of speech, the right to bear arms, and the right to a trial by jury.
33- To make sure that the national government did not become too strong or oppress those it was supposed to govern, the Constitution also gave each branch of the federal government several ways to stop or “check” the other branches.  In a system of “checks and balances”, each branch of the government can prevent any one branch from exerting too much power.
34- Strict Constructionists of the Constitution were those individuals who felt that the Constitution should be read literally and that the elastic clause should be used only for expanding the powers of Congress in cases where the expansion is absolutely necessary.

35- Loose Constructionists of the Constitution were those individuals who held the belief that the Constitution and specifically the elastic clause, should be read broadly and that the framers intended the clause to mean that Congress should have the “proper” powers resulting from its other powers.

36- The Constitution is still in use today because it has the ability to adapt to changing situations through the amending process and new interpretations.  The Constitution can be changed by amendment.  However, to prevent changes for unimportant reasons, the amending process was made much more difficult than the passage of an ordinary law.  After Congress votes for a Constitutional amendment, three-quarters or three-fourths of the states must ratify it.

37- The federal government relies on many practices that developed after the Constitution was put into effect.  These practices, often referred to as the “unwritten Constitution,” became customary.  The Constitution gave the President power to appoint officials to assist him.  Washington and later Presidents relied on these officials – the Cabinet – for advice.  The Constitution did not specifically mention political parties, although these now play an essential role in our system of government.  The Supreme Court has the power to review federal and state laws to determine if they are constitutional (permitted under the Constitution).  This is known as Judicial Review.  Congressional Committees help Congress select most important bills from the thousands proposed.  Committees hold hearings and evaluate each bill.
38- The main task of Congress, the Legislative Branch of government, is to make America’s laws.  It is composed of two houses both of which must approve any new law.  The Senate has 100 members, two from each state.  Each Senator is elected for a six-year term.  Two-thirds of the Senate is needed to ratify treaties negotiated by the President.  The Senate must also confirm all Presidential appointments.  The House of Representatives has 435 members.  Each member is elected for a two-year term.  The number of Representatives of each state is determined by that state’s population.  Every ten years a census is taken and the seats in the House of Representatives are redistributed.
39- The Presidency is the Executive Branch of government.  The President must be a natural-born citizen who is at least 35 years old.  The President is elected for a four-year term.  Traditionally, Presidents only served two terms of office, until Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected four times.  In 1951, the Twenty-second Amendment was passed, limiting a President to two terms in office.  The President fills many roles – Chief Executive, Chief of State, Commander-in-Chief, foreign policy chief, chief legislator, and chief of a political party.
40- The members of the Constitutional Convention did not trust the people to elect the President directly.  Instead, they turned selection of the President to electors who form the Electoral College.  To become President, a candidate needs to win a majority of the Electoral College votes.  The number of electors each state has is equal to the number of its Representatives in the House combined with the number of its Senators.  The candidate with the most votes in a state wins all of the electors of that state.  If no candidate wins a majority of the Electoral College (270), the election must be decided by a special vote in the House of Representatives.
41- The U.S. Supreme Court is our highest federal court.  Federal courts form the Judicial Branch of government.  The Supreme Court has nine members, each nominated by the President and confirmed by the Senate.  The Supreme Court can review lower-court decisions that come before it on appeal.  
42- In reviewing cases, the Supreme Court not only decides whether the law has been applied correctly, but also whether the law itself is within the power of the government according to the Constitution.  The power of the Court to decide if laws are constitutional is known as Judicial Review.  Chief Justice John Marshall (1801 – 1835) introduced judicial review and helped establish the importance of the federal judiciary and the supremacy of the national government over the states. 
43- A key decision of the Marshall Court occurred in the Marbury v. Madison (1803) case.  William Marbury asked the Supreme Court to require Secretary of State James Madison to deliver his commission based on the Judiciary Act of 1789.  The Court ruled that this part of the Judiciary Act was unconstitutional and that the Court had no power to order delivery of the commission.  In so doing, the Court established the principle of judicial review, greatly strengthening the Supreme Court’s decision as the final interpreter of the Constitution.
44- Another key decision of the Marshall Court occurred in the McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) case.  Maryland passed a law requiring the Maryland branch of the Bank of the United States to pay a state tax.  Bank officials refused to pay.  The Court ruled that a state could not tax an agency of the national government, such as the bank.  The Court said that when a state law conflicts with a federal law, the federal law is supreme.  The Court held that forming the national bank was constitutional.  Although the Constitution did not specifically give Congress the power to create a bank, its creation was permissible under the “elastic clause.” 
45- The first ten amendments, known as the Bill of Rights, were added to the Constitution in 1791.  The Bill of Rights protects individuals only from actions of the federal government, but not from the actions of state governments.  The First Amendment guarantees freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly and petition of government.  The Second Amendment guarantees the right to bear arms.  The Third Amendment prohibits the quartering of soldiers in one’s home.  The Fourth Amendment prohibits “unreasonable” searches and seizures by the government.  The Fifth Amendment guarantees due process of law (procedures carried out according to rules, such as a fair trial), requires grand jury indictments, prohibits double jeopardy (being tried twice for the same crime); prohibits self-incrimination (individuals may not be forced to give evidence against themselves).  The Sixth Amendment guarantees that those accused of a crime have the right to a speedy trial by jury, to confront accusers, and be represented by a lawyer.  The Seventh Amendment guarantees a jury trial in many civil cases.  The Eighth Amendment prohibits excessive bail and cruel and unusual punishment.  The Ninth Amendment states that the listing of some rights in the Constitution does not mean that people do not have other rights.  The Tenth Amendment reserves to the states and the people all rights not given to the federal government.
46- Several later amendments also contain important protections of individual rights.  The Thirteenth Amendment prohibited slavery.  The Fourteenth Amendment gave former slaves citizenship, and guaranteed all citizens that they would enjoy “equal protection of the laws” and “due process of law” from state governments.   The Fifteenth Amendment guaranteed freed slaves the right to vote.  The Seventeenth Amendment changed the election of Senators from selection by state legislatures to direct election by voters.  The Nineteenth Amendment gave women the right to vote.  The Twenty-Fourth Amendment prohibited poll taxes in federal elections.  The Twenty-Sixth Amendment gave individuals the right to vote upon reaching age 18.

47- George Washington’s Presidency (1789 – 1796) was especially significant because it laid the foundations for all later U.S. government.  To help carry out his duties, Washington appointed chief officers who met with him and the Vice President to form a Cabinet.  
48- The new nation faced a large debt from the Revolutionary War.  As Secretary of the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton proposed a program to put the nation’s finances on a solid basis.  He proposed that the federal government pay off the nation’s debts, pass a high tariff (tax on imported goods) to protect American industries, place a tax on whiskey, and create a national bank.  Hamilton supported a strong government and loose construction of the Constitution.  Hamilton’s supporters formed a political party known as the Federalists.  The Federalists passed most of Hamilton’s plan in Congress, except for the protective tariff.
49- Thomas Jefferson supported a “strict construction” of the Constitution.  This view emphasizes the Tenth Amendment, which states that powers not delegated to Congress are held by the states.  Nowhere in the Constitution is a bank mentioned.  Therefore, according to Jefferson’s view of strict constructionism, a national bank is not constitutional.  Thomas Jefferson and his followers believed that Hamilton’s plan favored the rich.  They formed the nation’s first political party, the Democratic-Republicans, to oppose the plan.  

50- Secretary of the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton proposed a tax on whiskey to raise money for the national debt and to assert the power of the national government. Small farmers of the back country distilled whiskey, which was easier to transport and sell than the grain that was its source.  The distillers resisted the tax (the Whiskey Rebellion) by attacking federal revenue officers who attempted to collect it.  The following month President George Washington issued a congressionally authorized proclamation ordering the rebels to return home and calling for militia from four neighboring states. After fruitless negotiations, Washington ordered some 13,000 troops into the area, but opposition melted away and no battle ensued.  
51- In his final address as President (Washington’s Farewell Address in 1796), George Washington cautioned against entering into a permanent alliance with any European country.  Washington urged Americans to devote themselves to developing trade and influence in the Western Hemisphere.
52- In 1803, France offered to sell the Louisiana Territory to the United States for $15 million.  Although Jefferson, who had become the nation’s third President, was not sure if the Constitution allowed the federal government to buy territory, he went ahead with the purchase.  The Louisiana Purchase doubled the size of the United States.   The territory included all the area between the Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains.  Jefferson believed French control of the territory and particularly of the city of New Orleans, which could block transport on the Mississippi River, was a threat to the United States.  Jefferson believed American control of the Mississippi River would provide an opportunity for farmers to move further west and have free transport of the sea.
53- Much of the Louisiana Territory was unknown to Europeans when it was purchased.  To develop relations with the Native Americans and to develop routes to the west, Jefferson sent Meriwether Lewis and William Clark on a three-year, very successful exploratory trip through the northern part of the territory.  Lewis and Clark’s trip opened the territory for settlement and inspired future explorers.  
54- To prevent the British seizure of American sailors in the Atlantic, to stop British support of Native American Indian raids in the Northwest Territory, and also to try to seize British Canada.  Congress declared war on Britain in 1812.  The War of 1812 ended in a stalemate in 1815, coinciding with the end of the Napoleonic Wars in Europe.  During the war, the English burned the capitol, Washington, in a raid but the United States fought successfully in the Southwest, where the great hero of the war, Andrew Jackson, defeated the English at the Battle of New Orleans.  Unfortunately, this battle was fought two weeks after the United States and England signed the peace treaty.
55- Spain’s attempts to restore its authority after the Napoleonic Wars triggered independence movements in its Latin American colonies.  In the Monroe Doctrine, President Monroe announced that the U.S. would oppose any attempts by European powers to establish new colonies in the Western Hemisphere or to reconquer former colonies.

56- Andrew Jackson was elected President in 1828.  A native of Tennessee, Jackson was the first President not born to wealth and not from an Eastern state.  His main supporters were ordinary people, especially laborers and Western frontiersmen.  Jackson’s two terms in office saw an expansion of democracy.  States eliminated property qualifications, allowing most adult males to vote.  Selection of Presidential candidates by party leaders was replaced by nominating conventions.  Jackson also developed the spoils system; supporters who helped in his election campaign replaced existing government officials.  Jackson believed it was wise to change office-holders so that more people would have government experience.  Jackson also forced the National Bank to close, since he believed it gave an unfair advantage to Eastern bankers and investors.

57- Under Jackson, Congress moved all remaining Native American Indians to territories west of the Mississippi River.  Jackson refused to help the Cherokees of Georgia even though the Supreme Court declared that their forcible removal was unconstitutional.  The Indian Removal Act (1830) entitled the president to negotiate with the eastern nations to affect their removal to tracts of land west of the Mississippi and provided some $500,000 for transportation and for compensation to native landowners.  In 1838 and 1839, as part of Andrew Jackson’s Indian removal policy, the Cherokee nation was forced to give up its lands east of the Mississippi River and to migrate to an area in present-day Oklahoma. The Cherokee people called this journey the “Trail of Tears,” because of its devastating effects. The migrants faced hunger, disease, and exhaustion on the forced march. Over 4,000 out of 15,000 of the Cherokees died.
58- On December 10, 1832, President Andrew Jackson issued the Nullification Proclamation, which stated that states and municipalities are forbidden from nullifying federal laws. He also threatened to enforce the proclamation with the use of federal arms. Although congressional compromise soon defused the situation, Jackson’s proclamation made it clear that he believed the federal government was the supreme power in the United States and he was willing to use the military to ensure its supremacy.  The debate over the issue of nullification actually began before Andrew Jackson took office. The passage of highly protectionist Tariff of 1828 upset many South Carolinians. They felt that tariffs on foreign manufactured goods, designed to protect the United States’ infant manufacturing sector, hurt them disproportionately, since they sold their cotton on the world market and could more profitably buy manufactured goods from abroad. Since only a small number of states in the lower South shared the South Carolina viewpoint, there was little prospect of repealing the offending tariff.  Believing the tariff to be unconstitutional, South Carolinians articulated a route by which they themselves could declare a law unconstitutional.  Jackson disagreed with the South Carolina viewpoint.
59- In the 1840s. Americans began to believe it was their “manifest destiny,” or future, to extend the nation’s borders from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean.  

60- American settlers in Texas declared their independence in 1835, when Mexico recognized Texan independence.  In 1845, Congress voted to annex Texas.  In 1846, war broke out between the U.S. and Mexico over the border of Texas.  In the Mexican-American War (1846 – 1848), Mexico was quickly defeated and forced to give up California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, and parts of Colorado and New Mexico.

61- In 1853, the Gadsden Purchase from Mexico completed U.S. expansion in the southwest.  Mexico gave the United States southern Arizona and southern New Mexico in exchange for $10,000,000.  In an agreement with Great Britain in 1846, the line dividing Canada and the United States was extended westward to the Pacific, giving the U.S. part of the Oregon Territory.  In 1867, the United States purchased Alaska from Russia for $7.2 million.
62- By the early 19th century, each section of the United States had developed its own special characteristics.  These differences led to the rise of sectionalism – the greater loyalty many Americans felt towards their own particular section (North, South, or West) than the country as a whole
63- The most explosive issue facing the nation was slavery.  Abolitionists wanted to end slavery.  Harriet Beecher Stowe’s book Uncle Tom’s Cabin helped spread a sense of moral outrage against slavery in the North.  Former slaves, such as Frederick Douglass and Harriet Tubman, were leading abolitionists.  Pro-slave Southerners argued that slaves were better treated than Northern factory workers.
64- The addition of new western territories posed the problem of whether an extension of slavery should be permitted. Southerners felt that extending slavery westward would preserve the balance between slave and free states in Congress.  Northerners opposed the further spread of slavery.  Between 1820 and 1850, national unity was preserved only by admitting new states in a series of compromises.  The Missouri Compromise allowed Maine to enter the Union as a free state and Missouri to be admitted without restrictions on slavery.  The area north of the Missouri Compromise line of 36°30′ was to be free of slavery.  However, the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act abandoned the Missouri Compromise and established the idea of deciding whether a state should be a free state or a slave state through popular sovereignty.  The question now became who would control Kansas.  There was fighting in Kansas, which was dubbed “Bleeding Kansas” as a result.  Pro- and antislavery governments were established.  
65- The Supreme Court offered a solution to the slavery issue in the Dred Scott v. Sandford case in 1857.  The case involved Dred Scott, a slave, who had been taken by his owner to a free state, Illinois, and a free territory, Wisconsin.  Scott sued for freedom in the Missouri courts and appealed its decision to the Supreme Court.  Hoping to resolve the issue of slavery in the territories, the Court entered the political arena with its decision.  Chief Justice Taney and the Court held that Scott was not a citizen of the United States or of Missouri and could not sue in federal courts.  Then the Court went on to say that Dred Scott’s temporary residence in a free state did not make him free, and the Congress could not outlaw slavery in the territories since it deprived persons of their property, which was unconstitutional under the Fifth Amendment.  This interpretation made the Missouri Compromise unconstitutional.  After the Civil War, the Dred Scott decision was overturned by the 13th and 14th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution.
66- John Brown was an abolitionist who believed one should fight the evil of slavery.  John Brown organized a raid on the federal arsenal at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, in October 1859, hoping to seize weapons to arm slaves and start an uprising.  John Brown was captured, tried, and executed, but his action epitomizes the growing split in the nation.  He became a martyr in the North, and verses and songs were written about his attempts to end slavery.  Meanwhile, Southerners had expanded their rhetoric in defense of the institution of slavery.
67- When the Republican Presidential candidate Abraham Lincoln was elected in 1860, most Southern states seceded (withdrew) from the United States.  The seceding states formed the Confederate States of America.  Lincoln refused to recognize the secession of the South and resolved to preserve the unity of the United States.
68- The American Civil War became on April 12, 1861 when the Confederate States of American attacked the federal fort, Fort Sumter, in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina.  After two days of shelling, the garrison surrendered and was allowed to leave.  War had begun.  The four states of the Upper South seceded to join the Confederacy.  The capital was then moved to Richmond, Virginia.  Robert E. Lee, a graduate of West Point, accepted the command of the army of his home state of Virginia, having turned down command of the Union army.  Several states that had been considered Southern did not secede.  Kentucky, Maryland, and Delaware remained in the Union, and what is now West Virginia broke off from the state of Virginia during the war to form a new state.

69- The Civil War was bloody – one million casualties in a population North and South of approximately 31 million; expensive – the estimated cost of over $20 billion; and long – it lasted four arduous years.  The South’s strategy was to hold on and wear the North down.  The North’s strategy was to blockade the South in order to isolate it from markets and potential allies; to capture the capital of the Confederate States of America, Richmond; and to split the South into two parts along the Mississippi River and then by a thrust through Georgia to the sea to split it further into three units.

70- The North won the Civil War.  The North had immense long-term advantages: a larger population, more money, more railroad lines, greater manufacturing facilities, and superior naval power.  Yet despite these advantages, it took the North four years to defeat the South.

71- One of the most important events of the Civil War was the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation (1862).  Lincoln announced that all slaves in states still in rebellion on January 1, 1863 would be freed.  The Proclamation gave a moral purpose to the war.  However, it soon became unclear whether Lincoln had the constitutional power to free the slaves.  Congress proposed the Thirteenth Amendment.  When it was ratified in 1865, it abolished slavery throughout the United States.
72- Reconstruction, the name given to the process of reestablishing the Union to again include the seceded states, began during the war and lasted until 1877.  Abraham Lincoln believed secession was unconstitutional, and so legally, the Southern states were still in the Union.  He believed the executive branch, particularly the president, should establish the process of reconstruction and the terms should be generous.  Members of Congress in 1864 presented their own much less generous plan, but Lincoln did not sign the bill, angering the radical or extreme Republicans in Congress.  The Radical Republicans, led by Senator Charles Sumner and Congressman Thaddeus Stevens, had been a force in Congress since before the war.  They were intolerant of slavery, strong abolitionist, and prepared to make the South “pay” for the war.

73- President Lincoln believed the Southern states should be treated leniently.  But only a few days after the South surrendered, Lincoln was assassinated.  The new President, Andrew Johnson, sought to follow Lincoln’s plan.  Congress established the Freedmen’s Bureau to help freed slaves (known as freedmen).  However, Southern states passed Black Codes to preserve traditional Southern life-styles despite the ban on slavery.  For example, the Black Codes made it illegal for freedmen to hold public office, travel freely or serve on juries.
74- Northerners were outraged at the election of rebel leaders in the South and the passage of Black Codes.  Congress refused to recognize the new Southern governments.  The Radical Republicans, a group of Northern Congressmen with a majority in Congress, wanted the freedmen to have political equality.  The Radical Republicans passed a Civil Rights Bill guaranteeing freedmen’s rights, and imposed military rule on the South.  To ensure that this legislation would not be held unconstitutional, they rewrote the act as the Fourteenth Amendment – granting citizenship to all former slaves.  The amendment also prohibited state governments from denying any citizen the right to a fair trial and equal protection under the law.  Before being readmitted into the Union, Southern states were required to ratify the amendment.
75- President Andrew Johnson opposed the Congressional program.  The Radical Republicans suspected Johnson, a Southerner from Tennessee, of being overly sympathetic to the South.  Congress passed the Tenure of Office Act, limiting the President’s power to dismiss his own Cabinet members.  When Johnson dismissed his Secretary of War, the House of Representatives impeached (indicted) Johnson.  In the Senate, the Radical Republicans fell just one vote short of convicting and removing him from office.

76- The Fifteenth Amendment guaranteed freedmen the right to vote.  

77- During Reconstruction, a new political leadership emerged in the South, consisting of carpetbaggers (Northerners who went South to profit from Reconstruction), scalawags (Southern whites who collaborated with northern Republicans during Reconstruction), and freedmen.  Among the accomplishments of the Reconstruction governments were new public schools, laws banning racial discrimination, and the rebuilding of public roads, buildings, and railroads.
78- In 1877, Reconstruction officially ended when the last remaining Northern troops were withdrawn from the South.  Home rule was restored to Southern state governments.  Former Confederate leaders could now serve in office.  State legislatures quickly moved to bar African Americans from the political process.
79- Without slave labor, the old plantation system could not be restored.  Many plantation owners entered into share-cropping arrangements with their former slaves.  A sharecropper was a tenant farmer who was provided with credit for seed, tools, living quarters, and food and who worked the land and received an agreed share of the value of the crop minus charges.  The charges were usually exceptionally high and thus, the sharecropper lived in a state of permanent debt and poverty.
80- The social system that developed in the aftermath of Reconstruction was one of racial segregation and white supremacy, depriving African Americans of their political and civil rights.  Literacy tests were introduced as a requirement for voting.  Most freedmen lacked a formal education and could not pass these tests.  Poll taxes were registration fees for voting, which many African Americans could not afford.  “Grandfather clauses” allowed those whose ancestors had voted before the war to avoid passing a test or paying a tax to vote.  These clauses empowered poor whites but not poor African Americans.

81- Starting in the 1880s, Southern legislatures passed “Jim Crow” laws segregating African Americans from whites.  African Americans were not permitted to ride in the same train cars, attend the same schools, or use any of the same public facilities as whites.
82- In 1896, the Supreme Court upheld racial segregation in Plessy v. Ferguson.  The Court upheld a Louisiana law segregating railroad facilities.  The court held that if facilities were separate but equal, the African-American was not deprived of equal protection of the law under the Fourteenth Amendment; separate was not unequal according to the 1896 Court and this concept of “separate but equal” remained the “law of the land” until reversed by the Brown v. Board of Education decision in 1954.

83- African-American leaders offered a variety of responses to these unjust conditions.  Booker T. Washington, a former slave, believed that African Americans should concentrate on first trying to achieve economic independence before seeking full social equality.  In 1881, he founded the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama.

84- W.E.B. DuBois believed African Americans should work for full social equality immediately and not accept an inferior social and economic status.  In 1909, DuBois helped form the N.A.A.C.P. (the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) and began editing its journal, The Crisis.
85- An important meeting at Seneca Falls, New York in 1848 issued a proclamation modeled on the Declaration of Independence listing women’s grievances and calling for action.  The Seneca Falls Convention was led by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott, who became the leaders of the movement for women’s rights.  In the years after 1850, the women’s movement focused more and more on gaining the vote for women, believing this to be the first step toward gaining equal rights.  Susan B. Anthony, who began her career as a teacher, became a leader of the temperance movement in New York State and later focused her attention on the Women’s Suffrage and National American Women Suffrage Associations.  Her name is always linked to the movement that won the right to vote for women.  However, after 1850, the nation as a whole became more and more focused on another immediate reform movement: abolition (to abolish slavery).

86- The Industrial Revolution began in Great Britain in the mid-1700s, and reached the United States in the early 1800s.  New inventions [Elias Howe: sewing machine; Elisha Otis: passenger elevator; Christopher Sholes: typewriter; Alexander Graham Bell: telephone; Thomas A. Edison: electric light bulb; Orville and Wilbur Wright: airplane] and ideas introduced new ways of making goods and meeting people’s needs.  Instead of producing goods by hand at home, people worked in factories.  Water power or steam engines powered the machines in these factories, allowing manufacturers to produce more goods for less money.  As goods became cheaper, demand increased, creating more jobs.  Cities grew as people moved into them in order find work.
87- An interesting foreign policy event of the 1850s was Admiral Matthew C. Perry’s trip to Japan in 1853 and the treaty he signed the nest year.  The Treaty of Kanagawa opened Japan to Western trade and influences.  Before Commodore Perry arrived in Japan, the Tokugawa shoguns of Japan had isolated Japan.  Commodore Perry opened Japan to trade with the West.

88- The Open Door Policy was a statement of principles initiated by the United States (1899, 1900) for the protection of equal privileges among countries trading with China.  While many Western European nations had gained spheres of influence in China, the United States wanted to make certain that it could trade with China.  The principle stated that all nations should have equal access to any of the ports open to trade in China.
89- An insurrection against Spanish rule began in Cuba in the early 1890s.  The treatment of the rebels by the Spanish seemed intolerable to the United States.  After United States protests, Spain made concessions, but the United States press whipped up sentiment against Spain, and with the sinking of the battleship Maine in the harbor of Havana in February 1898, matters reached a crisis.  Demand for war seemed to sweep the United States and President McKinley in April 1898 asked Congress for permission to use “forcible intervention” in Cuba.  The Spanish-American War lasted eight months.  United States naval superiority had been assured when the country began building a steel fleet in the 1880s.  The United States won the war, and in the process occupied Wake Island and annexed Hawaii, both of which provided good harbors for fleet.  The Treaty that ended the war stated that Spain would free Cuba and cede Puerto Rico and Guam to the United States.  Spain also agreed to cede the Philippines to the United States in return for $20 million.  The outcome of the war led to U.S. imperialism.  Imperialism occurs when a stronger nation dominates a weaker region.  
90- Yellow journalism is the use of lurid features and sensationalized news in newspaper publishing to attract readers and increase circulation. The phrase was coined in the 1890s to describe the tactics employed in furious competition between two New York City newspapers, the World and the Journal.  The Spanish-American War is often referred to as the first “media war.” During the 1890s, journalism that sensationalized – and sometimes even manufactured – dramatic events was a powerful force that helped propel the United States into war with Spain. Led by newspaper owners William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer, journalism of the 1890s used melodrama, romance, and hyperbole to sell millions of newspapers – a style that became known as yellow journalism.

91- The first transcontinental railroad, linking the east and west coasts, was completed in 1869.  Railroads connected raw materials to factories and factories to consumers throughout the nation.  Construction of the railroads stimulated the iron, steel, and coal industries.  It also played a key role in the settlement of the West.
92- Following the Civil War, the corporate form of business became more popular.  A corporation is a company that issues shares to investors, making each stockholder a partial owner.  Stockholders share in a corporation’s profits in the form of dividends.  Corporations became widespread because of the large amounts of money they could raise.

93- Those who brought these new factors of production together to create large businesses also played a critical role in the rise of industry.  An entrepreneur is an individual who brings together land, labor, and capital to create a new business.  Because of the lavish lifestyles of those who became rich from industry, the period from 1856 to 1900 became known as the Gilded Age.  Gilded means covered in gold.
94- Through the efficiencies of large-scale production, these industrialists lowered the prices of goods, making them more affordable.  But some called these entrepreneurs robber barons because of the ruthless tactics they used to destroy competition and to keep down worker’s wages.  Two of the most famous entrepreneurs in the Gilded Age were Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919).  Carnegie worked his way up from a penniless Scottish immigrant to become one of America’s richest men.  His steel mills ruthlessly undercut all competition.  His workers put in 12-hour shifts at low wages.  Carnegie hired thugs to crush any worker attempts to unionize.  John D. Rockefeller (1839-1937) formed the Standard Oil Company in 1870.  Rockefeller forced railroad companies to give him special, secret rates for shipping his oil, while they charged his competitors higher prices.
95- Beginning with the Depression of 1873, many large producers like Carnegie and Rockefeller began driving smaller companies out of business or acquiring them.  In other cases, rival companies reached agreements to consolidate (join together), often in trusts.  Many producers hoped to eliminate competition by establishing a monopoly (a single seller dominating a market).  Monopolistic power allowed them to dictate their own price to consumers.

96- Many business leaders in the late 19th and early 20th centuries followed the tenets of Social Darwinism.  Social Darwinism loosely applied Charles Darwin’s Theory of Evolution to economics.  Taking Darwin’s suggestions of the survival of the fittest as the determinant in evolution, Social Darwinists believed that the state should not interfere in economic life.  They believed those on top in the business world were there because they were the fittest.  They had survived the battle of the marketplace because they were the best.  Any interference in the free market operation would wreck the economy and upset its natural evolution.  This view of economics is referred to as laissez-faire.  Social Darwinists believed any person with ability could rise to the top, and laborers were where they were because of natural selection.

97- By the end of the century one millionaire, Andrew Carnegie, added a new twist to Social Darwinism in a speech “The Gospel of Wealth.”  In 1889, Carnegie argued that wealth was essential for civilization and by the natural law of competition only a few could achieve it.  However, what these few did with their wealth was crucial for society.  Carnegie argued that the rich should administer their wealth through their lifetime to benefit society.  Andrew Carnegie did so, spending over $350,000,000 he got from the sale of Carnegie Steel to establish libraries and endow the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and the Carnegie Foundation for Advancement of Teaching.  Following Carnegie, charitable contributions and philanthropy (the spirit of active goodwill toward one’s fellow men as shown in efforts to promote their welfare through gifts or the building of institutions) became the way followed by many of the great entrepreneurs of the age.
98- While U.S. leaders believed that the government should not interfere in the market (laissez-faire), some abuses of big business were so glaring that reformers called for federal laws to remedy them.  As a result, new legislation was passed.  The Interstate Commerce Act (1887) was enacted when the Supreme Court overruled state laws regulating railroads.  This new federal law prohibited unfair practices by railroads, such as charging more money for shorter routes.  The Sherman Anti-Trust Act (1890) was passed to check the spread of monopolies.  It outlawed unfair monopolistic practices that stifled competition.

99- Industrial working conditions in the late 19th century were often quite hazardous.  Safeguards around machinery were inadequate.  Thousands of workers were injured or killed in accidents each year.  Workers faced a six-day work week of 10 to 14 hours per day.  Pay averaged from $3 to $12 weekly.  Jobs were on a take-it or leave-it basis.  Usually a worker had no choice but to accept.  Industrial workers could be fired for any reason.  There was no unemployment insurance, worker’s compensation, health insurance or old-age insurance.

100- With the rise of big business, individual workers lost all bargaining power with their employers.  Many workers realized that some form of labor organization was needed to protect their interests.  They formed unions so that they could act as a group.  Unions organized strikes and other forms of protest to obtain better working conditions.  Industrialists like Carnegie used immigrant workers or closed down factories rather than negotiate with unions.
101- The Knights of Labor, begun in 1869, hoped to form one large national union joining together all skilled and unskilled workers.  Under the leadership of Terrence Powderly, the Knights of Labor grew rapidly in the prosperous times of the 1880s.  Their platform called for the eight-hour day, boycotts not strikes, a graduated income tax, and consumer cooperatives.  The Knights forced some concessions from several railways but collapsed after a general strike for an eight-hour day failed in Chicago and the Haymarket Massacre occurred in 1886.  The Knights proved to be too loosely organized to be effective against the power of large companies.

102- The Haymarket Affair was falsely linked to an anarchists’ [anarchists advocate anarchy – a society in which there is no law or supreme power – and violence or terrorism to achieve this goal] plot, and it frightened the middle class and destroyed the Knights of Labor, which was seen as the organizer of the incident.  The Haymarket Affair of 1886 occurred when labor leaders were blamed when a bomb exploded at a demonstration of striking workers at Haymarket Square in Chicago.  Seven police were killed.  The remaining police opened fire on the crow.  Eight anarchists were later arrested, accused of the bombing, and tried.  Four were found guilty and hung, yet no one was found guilty of throwing the bomb.  Both political and business leaders were frightened by the incident, and the average American citizen followed their lead in seeing a threat to the traditional standards of society in the actions of unions.  The incident reflects the problems faced by labor protesters and organizers.
103- The American Federation of Labor (AFL) was formed in 1881 by Samuel Gompers.  Gompers hoped to create a powerful union by uniting workers with similar economic interests.  Unlike the Knights of Labor, the AFL consisted of separate unions of skilled workers joined together into a federation.  Gompers limited his goals to winning improved wages and working conditions for workers, higher pay, and an 8-hour work day.  Gompers fought hard to improve members’ job security by seeking closed shops (places where only union members were hired).  The AFL quickly emerged as the principal voice of organized labor.

104- In the early 20th century, the attitude of the government and public towards unions began to change.  One event that caused this change was a fire at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory in 1911.  The fire occurred on the evening of March 25, 1911, in a New York City sweatshop.  A sweatshop is a shop or factory in which employees work for long hours at low wages and under unhealthy conditions.  The fire touched off a national movement for safer working conditions.  Almost 150 young women workers died because the factory doors had been bolted shut from the outside.  Most of the workers were immigrants.  Soon after the fire, Congress passed legislation favorable to unions.  Congress also created the Department of Labor to study labor problems, collect statistics, and enforce labor laws.  Congress also passed a law to prevent applying antitrust laws to unions.  The Clayton Antitrust Act banned the use of federal injunctions (court orders) to prohibit strikes in labor disputes. 
105- One important result of industrialization was the rapid expansion of American cities.  The movement of people from rural areas to cities is known as urbanization.  Cities grew so quickly that municipal authorities could not deal with their problems.  Large families crowded into tenements – single-room apartments often without heat or lighting.  Factories polluted the air, and sewage contaminated drinking water.  Cities were often run by corrupt “political machines.”  Political bosses provided jobs and services for immigrants and the poor in exchange for their votes.  
106- Late 19th-century America experienced a sudden flood of immigrants.  Up until 1880, most immigrants had come from Northern Europe.  In general, these “Old Immigrants” were Protestant, except for Irish Catholics, and most spoke English.  Immigration patterns changed in the 1880s.  Railroads and steamships made the voyage to America more affordable.  Most “New Immigrants” came from Southern and Eastern Europe, especially Poland, Italy, Austria-Hungary, Greece, and Russia.  They were Catholics and Jewish, spoke no English, were poor, and dressed differently from Northern Europeans.  Asian immigrants also arrived.
107- The New Immigrants often settled in cities.  They were unfamiliar with American customs, lived in crowded apartments, and worked as unskilled laborers for long hours at low pay.  They often faced hostility and discrimination from native-born Americans and from other ethnic groups.  Many of the New Immigrants settled with others of the same nationality in neighborhoods known as ghettos.  A ghetto is a quarter of a city in which members of a minority group live especially because of social, legal, or economic pressure.  However, this isolated them from mainstream American life.  While some attended night school to learn English, most were too busy working or caring for families to learn a new language or culture.  It was left to their children to learn English and become familiar with American customs.  In this way, immigrant children were eventually assimilated or “Americanized.”
108- As the flood of immigrants grew at the end of the 1800s, nativist hostility mounted.  Nativists called for restricted immigration.  They argued that New Immigrants were inferior to “true” Americans – white, Anglo-Saxon and Protestant.  Nativists believed that people of other races, religions, and nationalities were physically and culturally inferior.
109- In the late 1800s, the first acts restricting immigration were passed.  The Chinese Exclusion Act (1882) was passed to pacify anti-Chinese feelings in California against the flood of Chinese workers: all Chinese immigration was banned.  In the Gentleman’s Agreement (1907), the Japanese government promised to limit future Japanese immigration.  Restrictions on immigration from Eastern and Southern Europe were introduced in the 1920s.
110- In January of 1848, James Marshall had a work crew camped on the American River at Coloma near Sacramento. The crew was building a saw mill for John Sutter. On the cold, clear morning of January 24, Marshall found a few tiny gold nuggets. Thus began one of the largest human migrations in history as a half-million people from around the world descended upon California (the California Gold Rush) in search of instant wealth.  Once gold and silver were discovered in California, the Rocky Mountains and the Black Hills of North Dakota from 1848 onwards, thousands of prospectors and adventurers moved to these areas in the hope of striking it rich.

111- Immigrants from Europe and farmers from the East and Midwest were attracted by the prospect of cheap land under the terms of the Homestead Act (1862), which gave federal land away to anyone who would live on the land and farm it for five years.  Signed into law in 1862 by Abraham Lincoln after the secession of southern states, this Act turned over vast amounts of the public domain to private citizens. 270 millions acres or 10% of the area of the United States was claimed and settled under this act.  A homesteader had only to be the head of a household or at least 21 years of age to claim a 160 acre parcel of land.  Each homesteader had to live on the land, build a home, and make improvements and farm for 5 years before they were eligible to “prove up.”  A total filing fee of $18 was the only money required, but sacrifice and hard work exacted a different price from the hopeful settlers.
112- From 1830 to 1890, federal and state governments followed a policy of pushing Native American Indians from the traditional lands onto government reservations in the West.  The “Indian Wars,” which pitted settlers and federal troops against the tribes, lasted from 1860 to 1890.  Reservations were often smaller than the lands from which the tribe was removed, and frequently consisted of undesirable land.  The federal government promised food, blankets and seed, but this policy often clashed with tribal customs, since Native American Indians were traditionally hunters, not farmers.
113- In the 19th century, prejudice against Native American Indians was widespread.  Nonetheless, some reformers began to protest their mistreatment.  The most famous of these was Helen Hunt Jackson.  Her book A Century of Dishonor (1881) harshly criticized the government for repeatedly breaking its promises to Native American Indians.
114- Many reformers urged that Native American Indian tribes adopt the culture of most Americans.  The Dawes Act (1887) sought to hasten their Americanization.  The act officially abolished Native American Indian tribes.  Each family was given 160 acres of reservation land as its own private property.  Although well-intentioned, the Dawes Act was a failure.  It did not take into account such traditions as tribal ownership, and the government never provided all the support it had promised.

115- In 1867, the Grange Movement was organized by farmers.  Most Grangers blamed the railroads for their difficulties.  Of course, there were several reasons for farmers’ economic problems.  Overproduction of crops due to increased farmland in the West and productive machinery meant that farmers produced more and thus food prices fell more.  Farmers were also constantly in debt, borrowing money to make improvements and to buy machinery, or even to get by during a poor harvest.  Finally, farmers had to ship their crops to market.  Railroads used the lack of competition on local routes to charge higher rates for short distances.  In several Midwestern states, the Grangers elected candidates to state legislatures who promised to regulate the railroads.  These states passed laws regulating railroad and grain storage rates.
116- In Munn v. Illinois (1877), the Supreme Court supported state government attempts to regulate railroads.  The Court reversed itself in Wabash v. Illinois (1886), ending state regulation of railroads.  The Grangers then turned to Congress.  In 1887, Congress passed the Interstate Commerce Act, which prohibited railroads from charging different rates to customers shipping goods an equal distance, and other unfair practices.  An Interstate Commerce Commission was created to investigate complaints and to enforce the act.
117- In 1892, farmers gave their support to the new Populist Party, which represented laborers, farmers and industrial workers in their battle against banking and railroad interests.  Populists believed rich industrialists and bankers had a stranglehold on government.  In 1892, the Populists held a national convention to choose a Presidential candidate.  Their party platform had several innovative proposals: unlimited coinage of silver to raise farm prices and make loan repayments easier; direct election of Senators instead of by state legislatures; term limits for President permitting only a single term in office; a graduated income tax or taxing wealthy individuals at a higher rate; immigration quotas to restrict the influx of newcomers; and a shorter work day of eight hours.
118- In 1896, the Democratic Party nominated William Jennings Bryan for President after he delivered a speech at the Democratic Convention.  His “Cross of Gold” speech denounced bankers for “crucifying mankind on a cross of gold.”  Although the Populists supported Bryan for President, he lost the election to Republican William McKinley; Bryan lost to McKinley a second time in 1900.  Many Populist reforms, such as the graduated income tax and the direct election of Senators, were later passed by other political parties.  The Populists illustrate a role often played by third parties in American politics.  Third parties often provide an outlet for minority groups to voice grievances and generate new ideas.
119- The Progressives of the early decades of the 20th century wanted to clean up and reform government and to use government to advance human welfare.  They were opposed to the abuse of power by political machines and monopolies.  They wanted to apply scientific management to government just as it was being applied to business and to use it to solve urban problems.  The Progressive Movement flourished between 1900 and the start of World War I.  Progressives were mainly middle-class city dwellers, rather than farmers and workers.  Their activities reflected the rising influence of the middle class.  The goal of Progressives was to correct the political and economic injustices that had resulted from America’s industrialization.
120- Among the most influential Progressives were investigative reporters, writers, and social scientists that exposed government corruption and the abuses of industry.  These writers became known as muckrakers.  They examined the rise of industry and the abuses that often led to the accumulation of large fortunes.  They also examined business practices affecting consumers and the lives of the poor.  The muckrakers provided detailed, accurate journalistic accounts of the political and economic corruption and social hardships caused by the power of big business in a rapidly industrializing United States.
121- Famous muckrakers included Jacob Riis; Riis photographed and described the appalling conditions of the urban poor in his book How the Other Half Lives.  Ida Tarbell’s book History of the Standard Oil Company (1902) showed how John D. Rockefeller’s rise was based on ruthless business practices.  Lincoln Steffens exposed corruption in city and state governments in his book The Shame of the Cities (1904).  Upton Sinclair’s novel The Jungle (1906) described the unsanitary practices of the meat-packing industry.

122- Some Progressives were so stirred by the abuses of industrial society that they made individual efforts at reform.  Settlement houses were started in slum neighborhoods by Progressives like Jane Addams and Lillian Wald.  These houses provided such services as child care, nursing the sick, and teaching English to immigrants.  Other Progressive groups formed associations to promote social change, such as the N.A.A.C.P.

123- Other Progressives focused on correcting abuses found at the municipal and state levels of government.  Progressives replaced “boss rule” with public-minded mayors.  They expanded services to deal with overcrowding, fire hazards, and the lack of public services.  In some cities, Progressives introduced new forms of city government to halt corruption.  Progressive governors, such as Robert LaFollete in Wisconsin and Theodore Roosevelt in New York, took steps to free their state governments from the corrupting influence of big business.  Many of the measures introduced by Progressives to state governments were later adopted at the federal level. 

124- Progressive political reforms included the secret ballot: voters were less subject to pressure and intimidation when they could cast their ballots without anyone knowing who they voted for; greater participation: voters could introduce bills in some state legislatures – in some states, elected officials could be removed by voters in a special election; direct party primaries: special elections were held among each party’s members to select candidates to nominate for election; direct election of Senators: Senators were elected directly by voters, instead of being chosen by state legislatures (the Seventeenth Amendment).
125- Theodore Roosevelt (1901 – 1909) believed that the President should exercise vigorous leadership in the public interest.  In his view, the President acted as the “steward” of the people’s interest.  As President, Roosevelt revived the use of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act.  He launched the break-up of Rockefeller’s Standard Oil Company.  Roosevelt distinguished “good trusts” from “bad trusts,” rather than condemn all trusts.  Roosevelt proposed new laws to protect consumer health, to regulate some industries, and to conserve the nation’s natural resources.  The Meat Inspection Act (1906) provided government inspection of meat.  The Pure Food and Drug Act (1906) regulated food preparation and sales of medicines.  Roosevelt also drew national attention to the need to conserve forests and wildlife.  Roosevelt also cited his fondness for a West African proverb, “Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far.” The phrase was also used later by Roosevelt to explain his relations with domestic political leaders and his foreign policy especially in Latin America and the Caribbean.  Roosevelt’s Big Stick Policy asserted U.S. domination when such dominance was considered the moral imperative.
126- President Taft’s policy of encouraging economic development in Central America and also in Asia has been called Dollar Diplomacy.  As United States investments grew in the Americas, any threat to them would bring in the United States Marines to protect business interests.
127- Among the concerns of reform-minded citizens in the post-Civil War period was temperance.  The temperance movement was an anti-alcohol movement.  Drinking had increased during the Civil War, and many immigrants came from cultures where drinking was an accepted part of life.  A National Prohibition Party was formed in 1869 and ran candidates for office in many elections.  Women’s Christian Temperance Union (W.C.T.U.) was founded in 1874.  Under the leadership of Frances Willard and Carrie Nation, who gained fame for smashing bottles in bars with her hatchet, the organization grew, and in 1893 the Anti-Saloon League was formed.  The peak of the temperance movement was reached in 1919, when Amendment XVIII to the Constitution was ratified.  The Eighteenth Amendment prohibited the sale and consumption of alcohol, and Congress was empowered to make laws to enforce it.  However, the Amendment was repealed din 1933. 
128- The fight for women’s suffrage (the right to vote) began in the era of Jacksonian Democracy and continued after the Civil War.  In 1869, the Wyoming Territory granted the vote to women.  In 1890 the National Woman Suffrage Association was organized.  Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who had been a leader of the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848, and Susan B. Anthony were among the leaders.  Increased agitation during the Progressive Era at the turn of the century brought some success as several states extended the suffrage to women.  Finally, Congress acted, and Amendment XIX was ratified by the states in 1920.  The Nineteenth Amendment guaranteed women the right to vote in federal elections, but the states controlled who vote in state elections.  The right of women to vote quickly spread to all the states after the Nineteenth Amendment was adopted.  After almost a hundred years of reform agitation, women achieved equality at the ballot box.
129- When American men went off to fight in World War I in 1917, millions of women took their places in factories and workshops.  Women’s contribution to the war was the final argument in favor of women’s suffrage.  An amendment was introduced during the war, establishing that no state could deny a citizen the right to vote on the basis of gender.  This was ratified as the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920.
130- Imperialism is the domination of one country by another.  Opponents of U.S. imperialism felt it violated democratic principles.  However, many American leaders felt the moment was right for imperialism for several reasons.  The United States was now an industrial power.  Colonies could provide needed raw materials for factories, a guaranteed market for manufacturers, and a place for farmers to sell surplus crops.  Some saw colonial expansion as a way of showing that the United States was a great nation, arguing the country should grab some colonies before nothing was left.
131- From the mid-1800s to the early 1900s, the U.S. acquired a colonial empire in the Pacific consisting of the Philippine Islands, Guam, Hawaii, Samoa, and Midway.  [Previously in this packet, the Spanish-American War (Fact # 89) was discussed.]  It should be noted that Filipino rebels fought against their American colonial rulers until they were finally defeated in 1902.  Philippine independence was later granted by the United States in 1946, after World War II.  In the mid-19th century, American settlers built sugar and pineapple plantations on Hawaii.  In the 1890s, Queen Liliuokalani tried to take political power away from American landowners.  In response, American landowners overthrew her in 1893.  After the outbreak of the Spanish-American War, Congress voted for the annexation of Hawaii in 1898.  It later became the 50th state in 1959.
132- While it should be noted that the “Open Door Policy” was discussed earlier in the packet (Fact #88), it is worth remembering that the “Open Door Policy” favored equal trading rights for all foreign nations in China.  In 1900, the Boxer Rebellion threatened foreigners in China.  An international army, with U.S. participation, crushed the rebellion, but Americans opposed any attempt by other nations to see the rebellion as an excuse to dismember China.
133- While it should also be noted that Commodore Perry was discussed earlier in the packet (Fact #87), it is worth remembering that in 1853, the United States forced the Tokugawa shoguns of Japan to end their policy of isolationism.  Thus, Commodore Perry forced Japan to open to Western trade and influence.  Commodore Matthew Perry had landed in Japan with American gunships in 1853.  After the arrival of Commodore Perry, Japan modernized and industrialized during the Meiji Restoration (1868).  By 1905, Japan surprised the West by defeating Russia in the Russo-Japanese War.  President Theodore Roosevelt brought both sides to a peace settlement in the Treaty of Portsmouth (1905).
134- The Spanish-American War also gave the U.S. direct control of Puerto Rico and indirect control of Cuba, leading to increased American interest in the Caribbean.  Cubans were forced to agree to the Platt Amendment (1901), which gave the United States the right to intervene in Cuban affairs at any time.  The U.S. was also given the rights to a naval base in Cuba (Guantánamo Bay).
135- The Spanish-American War highlighted the need for a canal so the U.S. Navy could send ships between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans without circling South America.  When Panamanian rebels declared their independence from Colombia, President Theodore Roosevelt sent American warships to protect them.  In return, the new government of Panama gave the U.S. control of the Panama Canal Zone, a 10-mile-wide strip through the center of Panama, where Americans started to build the canal in 1903.  The massive project was completed in 1914, at a cost of $400 million.  The canal is one of the two most strategic artificial waterways in the world, the other being the Suez Canal.
136- In the late 19th and early 29th centuries, the U.S. government extended the Monroe Doctrine.  In 1904, President Theodore Roosevelt declared that the U.S. would act as an “international police power” in Latin America. The so-called “Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine” also became known as the Big Stick Policy.  It was used to justify sending troops to Haiti, Nicaragua, Honduras, and the Dominican Republic.  President Wilson intervened in both the Caribbean region and Mexico.  Wilson finally withdrew U.S. troops from Mexico in 1917, when America faced involvement in World War I. 
137- Since the War of 1812, American leaders had successfully avoided “entanglements” with Europe.  Another turning point in U.S. foreign policy was reached when America entered World War I in 1917.  There were many causes for the First World War.  However, the primary causes were militarism, imperialism, alliances, and nationalism (MAIN).  The fighting in the First World War began in Europe in August 1914.  While many Americans were shocked at the outbreak of war, the crisis precipitated by the assassination on June 28, 1914 of Archduke Francis Ferdinand, heir to the throne of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, was only the last in a series of crises among the European nations.  Solutions to other crises had been successfully negotiated.  Negotiations also followed the assassination, but this time no solution except military action could be found.  The assassination had triggered the alliance system when Austria tried to avenge the assassination of Archduke Francis Ferdinand by attacking Serbia.
138- In the preceding years the European nations had split into two alliances that fought World War I.  On one side were the Central Powers – Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire, and Bulgaria – and on the other side were the Allied Powers – England, France, Russia, Japan, and Italy.  Alliances had been formed by each nation to gain support for its claims to territory in Africa, markets in Asia, for spheres of influence in China, for security of its borders in Europe, and out of fear.  Woodrow Wilson, who had successfully campaigned for the Presidency on a promise to keep the U.S. out of war, attempted to follow the traditional American policy of neutrality.  Despite his efforts, the United State eventually became involved in the conflict on the side of the Allied Powers.

139- The United States became involved in the First World War due to several factors. Americans were shocked at the German invasion of neutral Belgium.  Americans were also shocked when the Zimmerman Telegram, a secret message from a high German official promised to return territories to Mexico if Mexico helped Germany against the United States.  American public opinion was outraged when the telegram was printed in the newspapers.  However, the main reason for American entry into World War I was unrestricted German submarine warfare.  In 1915, a German submarine sank the British passenger ship Lusitania, killing over 1,000 passengers, including 128 Americans.  Wilson threatened to break off relations with Germany.  Germany pledged not to sink any ocean liners without prior warning.  However, German submarines began to attack American merchant vessels again in 1917.  In response, Wilson asked Congress to declare war.
140- The United States entered the war on April 6, 1917, the month in which English merchant marine losses to the German submarines peaked.  1917 was a bad year for the Allies.  The Germans launched a successful attack on Russia; the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia overthrew the Czar; a French attack failed to break the German line in France; the British lost a great number of soldiers in an ineffective summer and fall attack; the Italians lost the northern section of their country to the Germans; and by 1918, the new Bolshevik army dropped out of the war.  The United States passed a Selective Service Act (the draft) and immediately began to increase the armed services from about 200,000 to over 4,500,000.  An American Expeditionary Force (AEF) was sent to France under command of General John J. Pershing, and by November 1918 almost 1,500,000 Americans had seen combat in the battles of Belleau Wood and the Marne and in the Somme and Meuse-Argonne offenses.  These offenses finally brought an end to the war.  
141- During the war, civil liberties were curtailed.  In Schenck v. U.S. (1919), the Supreme Court upheld restrictions on freedom of speech if such speech caused a “clear and present danger” to the nation.  In June 1917, shortly after U.S. entry into World War I, Congress passed the Espionage Act, which made it illegal during wartime to interfere with the recruiting of troops or the disclosure of information dealing with national defense.  Charles T. Schenck was general secretary of the U.S. Socialist Party, which opposed the implementation of a military draft in the country. The party printed and distributed some 15,000 leaflets that called for men who were drafted to resist military service. Schenck was subsequently arrested for having violated the Espionage Act; he was convicted on three counts and sentenced to 10 years in prison for each count.  Writing for the court, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., argued: “Words which, ordinarily and in many places, would be within the freedom of speech protected by the First Amendment may become subject to prohibition when of such a nature and used in such circumstances as to create a clear and present danger that they will bring about the substantive evils which Congress has a right to prevent.”
142-  American troops broke the deadlock in Europe, causing Germany to enter into an armistice (an agreement to stop fighting) in 1918.  U.S. President Wilson had already announced America’s war aims in the Fourteen Points – calling for freedom of the seas, reduced armaments, and an end to secret diplomacy as well as self-determination or governments determined by the people of the land.  Wilson felt the most important part of his plan was a League of Nations, an international peace-keeping organization that would discourage future wars and promote collective security.  Wilson traveled to Europe to help negotiate the peace treaties.  However, the final terms of the peace treaties did not conform to the goals of the Fourteen Points.  The Treaty of Versailles and the other peace treaties were extremely harsh.  Germany was forced to pay reparations for the war, lost colonies, and was forced to demilitarize.  However, the League of Nations was established although the U.S. did not join the organization.
143-  Wilson’s opponents believed the League of Nations might drag Americans into unnecessary warfare overseas.  Although Wilson needed the Senate to ratify the Versailles Treaty, he rejected any compromises proposed by the Senators.  Wilson failed to gauge the feelings of most Americans, who were disillusioned with involvement in world affairs.  The Senate rejected the treaty, and the United States never joined the League of Nations.  This move marked a return to a policy of isolationism – refusing to become involved in other countries’ conflicts.
144- The “Roaring Twenties” were good times for many Americans.  During the Twenties, Republicans regained the presidency and ushered in a new era of pro-business policies.  Government policies, progress in technology, and a new consumer society produced a booming economy.  Radio helped transform the U.S. into a single national market, and a mass popular culture developed based largely on the consumption of luxury items. To take full advantage of the profits to be made, businesses merged and grew ever larger.  Tired from the war and disillusioned by Wilson’s failure with the League of Nations, America entered a period of isolationism. The U.S. aimed to stay out of European affairs and severely limited immigration.  The younger generation rebelled against traditional morals. College students took to drinking and throwing wild parties. Women became more forward in dress and behavior.  The two symbols of this new, looser social behavior were jazz and the “flapper.”  Flappers were young women in the twenties who showed freedom from conventions (as in conduct). 

145- At first, the nation faced the difficult task of adjusting to peace – the government stopped its wartime spending and soldiers returned home looking for jobs, creating a recession from 1919 to 1921.  There were also attacks on civil liberties.  When a wave of strikes hit the nation in 1919, citizens feared they were seeing the beginning of a Communist revolution.  This “Red Scare” led Attorney General Palmer to arrest radicals accused of plotting to overthrow the government.  During the Red Scare, civil liberties were sometimes grossly violated and many innocent aliens were deported.
146- Soon after the “Red Scare,” two Italian immigrants, Sacco and Vanzetti were convicted of murder to get funds for an anarchist revolution.  Although the evidence was insufficient, they were found guilty and executed.  Socialists and radicals protested the men’s innocence. Many people felt that the trial had been less than fair and that the defendants had been convicted for their radical, anarchist beliefs rather than for the crime for which they had been tried. All attempts for retrial on the ground of false identification failed.
147- The “Red Scare” and the Sacco and Vanzetti trial greatly contributed to the rise of nativism – a dislike of foreigners.  The Immigration Acts of 1921, 1924, and 1929 restricted immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe (the “New Immigrants”) by establishing quotas for each nationality based on America’s existing ethnic composition. 
148- Religious Fundamentalists in Tennessee brought to trial in 1925 John C. Scopes for breaking a Tennessee state law forbidding the teaching of evolution.  These Fundamentalists advocated traditional values and condemned Darwin and evolution as against the Bible’s story of creation in seven days.  They saw a breakdown in the traditional attitudes and believed these had been brought about because Darwinian philosophy made people doubt the truths of the Bible.  The Scopes trial (nicknamed the Monkey Trial by the press because evolution suggested humans were descended from monkeys and not created by God) attained national prominence.  William Jennings Bryan, Fundamentalist and three-time presidential candidate, testified as an expert on the Bible.  Scopes was found guilty, but the trial lawyers made Bryan appear ridiculous, and the Fundamentalist cause was temporarily set back nationally. 
149- During the Twenties, Republicans regained the Presidency.  In general, Presidents Harding, Coolidge and Hoover supported laissez-faire economic policies, with minimal interference in business activities.  President Warren Harding (1921 – 1923) captured the national spirit by calling for a “return to normalcy.”  However, the Teapot Dome Scandal revealed that a high-ranking administration official had been bribed to lease oil-rich government lands at Teapot Dome, Wyoming, to businessmen.  
150- President Calvin Coolidge (1923 – 1929) symbolized old-fashioned values like honesty and thrift.  Continuing Harding’s policies, Coolidge’s motto embodied his philosophy: “The business of America is business.”
151- In his 1928 campaign for President Herbert Hoover predicted an end to poverty in America.  He believed America’s achievement in raising living standards was the result of a system in which individuals were given equal opportunities, a free education, and a will to succeed.  This “rugged individualism,” as Hoover called it, spurred progress.  He strongly felt that government interference in business could threaten the nation’s prosperity.  “Rugged individualism” was Hoover’s belief that individuals could succeed on their own with minimal help from the government.  Hoover firmly believed that he could not act to control or infringe the freedom enjoyed by business and business interests.  Hoover believed that prosperity depended on freedom.  Hoover also believed that the problems of poverty and unemployment were best left to “voluntary organization and community service.” He feared that federal relief programs would undermine individual character by making recipients dependent on the government. He continued to prioritize the concept of “rugged individualism” even in the face of monumental economic catastrophe.

152-  For many Americans, the 1920s were prosperous times.  Wages and employment opportunities increased, while business profits and production soared.  Government policies favoring business were one factor.  Another factor was the growth in automobile ownership.  Automobile production required vast amounts of steel, glass, and rubber – stimulating those industries.  Cars gave people much greater mobility.  The growth of suburbs was made possible by the car.  In addition, household appliances, like the vacuum cleaner, refrigerator and toaster, were introduced.  Radio and motion pictures became widespread.  These industries created new jobs, and changed the ways Americans lived.
153- The 1920s witnessed new patterns of consumption, creating mass markets for goods.  This Age of Mass Consumption included increased advertising to stimulate demand.  Of course, workers with higher wages and more leisure time had greater purchasing power.  Retailers also developed programs for installment purchases and buying on credit.
154- The development of new industries, improved production techniques and mass markets helped fuel a speculation boom on the New York Stock Exchange, where millions of people invested in the hope of striking it rich.  During the years of business prosperity in the 1920s, the value of stock on the New York stock market climbed steadily.  Many people bought “on margin,” investing a small amount of cash and borrowing the rest to be paid back when the stock price went up, as everyone came to believe it was bound to do.  For example, if a share of stock sold for $100, a buyer might put up $10 in cash and borrow $90.  When the stock rose to, say, $120, he could sell, pay back the borrowed $90 (with interest), and still pocket a comfortable profit on his $10 investment.  But what if stock prices dropped?  If the share he bought at $100 dropped to $80, he not only lost the $10 investment but could not pay back the full loan.  The investor lost the investment, the person from whom he borrowed lost, and both were headed for bankruptcy.  

155- At the start of the 1920s, rural America continued to regard the rise of urban society with suspicion.  Reformers often saw liquor as the cause of poverty and crime.  In 1919, the Eighteenth Amendment was ratified, banning the sale of all alcoholic drinks.  Gradually Americans began to see this “experiment” as a failure, since many people refused to accept the ban on alcohol.  In addition, the great demand for illegal liquor stimulated the growth of organized crime in the 1920s.  Prohibition was repealed in 1933 by the Twenty-first Amendment.  Americans learned from this experience that widely unpopular laws are sometimes unenforceable.  
156- A new group of writers, known as the Lost Generation, rejected the desire for material wealth.  Novelists such as Sinclair Lewis in Main Street and Babbitt, ridiculed the narrowness and hypocrisy of American life.  In The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald hinted that the search for purely material success often led to tragedy.
157- The 1920s is often referred to as the Jazz Age, reflecting the greater importance of African-American music.  The migration of African Americans to Northern cities increased in the 1920s.  The center of African-American lie at that time was Harlem, where jazz flourished.  An awakening of African-American culture in these years became known as the “Harlem Renaissance.”  African-American writers such as Langston Hughes and Countee Cullen expressed a new pride in their heritage, while attacking racism.
158- The Great Depression was a worldwide economic downturn that began in 1929 and lasted until about 1939. It was the longest and most severe depression ever experienced by the industrialized Western world.  Although it originated in the United States, the Great Depression caused drastic declines in output, severe unemployment, and acute deflation in almost every country of the world. Its social and cultural effects were no less staggering, especially in the United States, where the Great Depression represented the harshest adversity faced by Americans since the Civil War.  

159-  The causes of the Great Depression included overproduction: the 1920s saw the rapid introduction of many new products like cars, radios and refrigerators.  Companies were soon producing more goods than people could afford to buy; uneven distribution of income: not all groups shared in the national prosperity – many African Americans, Hispanics, Native American Indians, farmers and industrial workers still faced hard times; speculation: in the 1920s, stocks soared in value – many people bought stocks on margin (paying only a small percentage of a stock’s value while promising to pay the rest later – this was discussed in Fact #154); and unsound banking practices: the government failed to regulate effectively either the banking system or the stock market – bankers often invested their depositors’ money in unsound investments and many consumers were buying more than they could afford on credit – the overextension of debt made the entire economy vulnerable.
160- On October 29, 1929, prices on the New York Stock Exchange began to plunge, and soon hit all-time lows (the Stock Market Crash).  Corporations could no longer raise funds.  People were unable to repay their loans or rents, leading to bank failures.  Thousands of people lost their life savings.  In this new economic climate, the demand for goods decreased sharply.  As prices fell, factories closed and workers lost their jobs.  Demand was reduced still further, causing prices to fall more.  Other factories closed, and the country became caught in the grip of a vicious downward spiral.  Businesses closed, farmers lost their farms, banks failed, and millions of people were out of work.  Unlike today, there was no “safety net” – unemployment insurance and bank deposit insurance did not exist.  Private charities were overwhelmed.  People lost their homes and went hungry.  Millions depended on soup kitchens for food.
161- The Dust Bowl occurred during the drought years of the 1930s.  From a climatic perspective, the 1930s drought is still considered to be the most severe on record for many parts of the Great Plains. The dry weather began in the early 1930s and persisted through the early 1940s for some areas, with the most intense drought years occurring in 1934 and 1936.  As farmers of the Great Plains faced natural disasters in the 1930s, the effects were staggering.  Since the 1870s, farmers had been tilling the Great Plains, cutting the grasses that covered the topsoil, and tapping underground water supplies.  A series of droughts in the early 1930s dried up crops and topsoil, turning the soil into dust.  Heavy winds destroyed harvests and carried soil away in huge clouds of dust that darkened their land.  Many farmers moved west to California.  As John Steinbeck wrote in his 1939 novel The Grapes of Wrath: “And then the dispossessed were drawn west – from Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico; from Nevada and Arkansas, families, tribes, dusted out, tractored out. Car-loads, caravans, homeless and hungry; twenty thousand and fifty thousand and a hundred thousand and two hundred thousand. They streamed over the mountains, hungry and restless – restless as ants, scurrying to find work to do – to lift, to push, to pull, to pick, to cut – anything, any burden to bear, for food. The kids are hungry. We got no place to live. Like ants scurrying for work, for food, and most of all for land.” 
162- By 1930 unemployment had risen, but President Herbert Hoover was opposed to direct relief (i.e. payments) to the unemployed because he believed such payments would undermine the American ideology of “rugged individualism.”  Instead he proposed a national voluntary effort under federal government leadership.   Hoover was convinced that when prices fell low enough, people would resume buying and employment would increase.  Unfortunately, his predictions were incorrect.  Later, Hoover did cut taxes, increased federal spending on public projects, and directed a federal agency to buy surplus farm crops.  However, his policies were too little and too late.  Shanty towns of the homeless and unemployed sarcastically called “Hoovervilles,” sprang up on the outskirts of cities.

163- The Governor of New York, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, easily defeated Hoover in the Presidential election of 1932.  Roosevelt promised Americans a “New Deal,” to put them back to work.  The New Deal was a major turning point in American history.  It established the principle that the federal government bears the chief responsibility for ensuring the smooth running of the American economy.  President Roosevelt saw that the Great Depression was a national emergency.  He believed the President’s task was to find a way for the economy to return to prosperity.  The New Deal marked an end to the long-held view that government and the economy should be separated.  The New Deal permanently increased the size and power of the federal government, making it primarily responsible for managing the nation’s economy.

164- As soon as President Roosevelt took office, he called Congress into special session and pushed through legislation in his first 100 days in office that would have been difficult to pass in less critical times.  Roosevelt explained the New Deal measures in terms of three R’s – Relief, Recovery, and Reform.  Relief measures were short-term actions to tide people over until the economy recovered.  Over one-quarter of the nation’s workforce was unemployed.  There was no unemployment insurance.  Many people who were out of work had no food or shelter.  Roosevelt favored giving people emergency public jobs.  The Civilian Conservation Corps (1933) gave jobs to young people, such as planting trees and cleaning up forests.   Members of the C.C.C. lived in camps and received free food.  Most of their pay was sent to their parents.  The Works Progress Administration (1935) created jobs by hiring artists, writers and musicians to paint murals, write plays and compose music.  Both the C.C.C. and W.P.A. put Americans back to work.  Recovery measures were designed to restore the economy by increasing incentives to produce and by rebuilding people’s purchasing power.  The National Recovery Administration (1933) asked businesses to voluntarily follow codes which set prices, production limits and a minimum wage.  However, in 1935, the Supreme Court found the N.R.A. unconstitutional.  In the first Agricultural Adjustment Act (A.A.A.), the government paid farmers to plant less in hope of increasing crop prices.  In 1936, the Supreme Court declared the A.A.A. unconstitutional.  In 1938, the second A.A.A. succeeded in raising farm prices by having the government buy farm surpluses and sorting them until prices went up.  Reform measures were aimed at remedying defects in the structure of the nation’s economy, to ensure another depression would never strike again.
165- Important reform legislation during the New Deal included the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or F.D.I.C. in 1933: the F.D.I.C. insured bank deposits so that people would not lose their savings in case a bank failed; the Securities and Exchange Commission (1934): it was created to oversee the operations of the stock market, prevent fraud, and guard against another stock market collapse; the National Labor Relations Act (1935): often called the Wagner Act, it gave workers the right to form unions to bargain collectively with their employer; and the Social Security Act (1935): it provided workers with unemployment insurance, old age pensions, and insurance if they died early.
166- In 1935, in Schechter Poultry Corp. v. United States, the Supreme Court declared unconstitutional a central piece of the New Deal. In reviewing the conviction of a poultry company for breaking the Live Poultry Code, the Court held that the code violated the Constitution’s separation of powers because it was written by agents of the president with no genuine congressional direction. The Court also held that much of the code exceeded the powers of Congress because the activities it policed were beyond what Congress could constitutionally regulate.  The Live Poultry Code, written and promulgated by the Roosevelt administration in 1934, was a part of the National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA), a law passed by Congress to regulate companies as a means to combat the Great Depression. Section 3 of NIRA gave the president authority to approve such “codes of unfair competition.” Roosevelt’s poultry code fixed the maximum number of hours a poultry employee could work, imposed a minimum wage for poultry employees, and banned certain methods of “unfair competition.”  By unanimous vote, the Supreme Court held that Congress had exceeded its authority by delegating too much legislative power to the president.
167- Roosevelt broke with tradition and successfully ran for a third and even fourth term.  In 1951, the Twenty-second Amendment was ratified in 1951, limiting future Presidents to no more than two elected terms.
168- In 1935-36, the Court ruled the N.R.A. and the A.A.A. unconstitutional.  Roosevelt feared that the Court might declare other New Deal legislation unconstitutional.  In 1937, he proposed adding six new justices to the Supreme Court to give him control of the Court.  The plan was seen as an attempt to upset the traditional balance of power.  Roosevelt’s scheme was condemned by the public and later rejected by Congress.  However, the Supreme Court stopped overturning New Deal legislation.

169- At the start of the Depression, unions were ineffective in keeping jobs in companies that were hurting economically.  Most major industries – coal, steel, automobile, rubber – were not unionized at all.  The AFL was a union of craft and steel workers, few of whom worked in major industries.  Labor provisions of the NRA encouraged growth in union membership.  There were disagreements within the AFL as to whether it should organize unskilled workers in major industries.  The AFL decided against it.  However, John L. Lewis of the Coal Miners Union and others organized the Committee for Industrial Organization (CIO) within the AFL to organize these unskilled industrial workers.  The CIO’s goal was to organize unskilled workers on an industry-wide basis.  The United Automobile Workers Union of the CIO introduced a new technique, the sit-down strike, when fighting for recognition by General Motors, Chrysler, and Ford.  In a sit-down strike workers remain in the plant at their jobs but do not work.  General Motors called in the police and obtained a court order to force the evacuation of the plant, but the workers stuck together and finally General Motors recognized the union.  By the end of the decade, the CIO, which had been expelled from the AFL, had won recognition from most major industries.

170- In the 1920s the U.S. returned to its traditional policy of isolationism.  America refused to join the League of Nations, passed high tariffs on European goods, and restricted European immigration.  There were some exceptions to this trend.  In 1921, Americans hosted the Washington Naval Conference, in which major powers agreed to limit the size of their navies.  In 1928, the U.S. joined 61 nations in signing the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact, renouncing the use of war as an instrument of national policy.  Presidents Herbert Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt rejected Theodore Roosevelt’s “Big Stick” policy and tried to improve relations with Latin America.  Under the “Good Neighbor Policy,” the U.S. agreed not to interfere in the internal affairs of Latin American nations.
171- The Great Depression led to the rise of fascist dictatorships in Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy.  Nazi aggression was the major cause of World War II.  In 1938, Hitler demanded the Sudetenland – a part of Czechoslovakia.  At the Munich Conference, British and French leaders gave in to Hitler’s demand in order to avoid war.  This policy of giving in to the demands of a potential enemy is known as appeasement.  Appeasement only encouraged Hitler to make further territorial demands.  In 1939, Hitler made new demands in Poland.  Fearing Hitler intended to dominate Europe, Britain and France refused to give in.  When Germany invaded Poland in 1939, Britain and France felt they had no choice but to declare war.  The League of Nations, the international peace-keeping organization formed at the end of World War I, proved incapable of preventing another war.  The idea of collective security – that peaceful nations would band together to stop aggressors – failed because major powers like the United States and the Soviet Union had refused to join the League of Nations.
172- As tensions rose in Europe, Congress passed a series of acts to keep the country out of war.  America had been drawn into World War I when German submarines attacked American ships.  To avoid a repetition of this problem, the Neutrality Acts prohibited Americans from selling arms to warring nations or traveling on their ships.  
173- Americans hoped to avoid war but began making preparations in case they were dragged into the conflict.  Congress increased spending on the army and navy.  In 1940, just after Nazi Germany defeated France, Congress enacted the first peacetime draft.  Roosevelt pushed through the Lend-Lease Act to sell, less, or lend war materials to “any country whose defense the President deems vital to the defense of the United States.”  Under this act, the United States gave more than 450 million to Britain.  American battleships began protecting British ships crossing the Atlantic.  In 1941, Roosevelt told Americans he hoped in the future to establish a world based on “Four Freedoms:” freedom of speech and expression, freedom of religion, freedom from want, and freedom from fear.  Roosevelt and Churchill signed the Atlantic Charter later that year, laying the foundation for the future United Nations.

174- Japanese leaders conquered Indonesia to obtain oil for their war effort.  Realizing that such a move might bring America into war, they decided to attack the United States first.  Japanese leaders believed that Americans would quickly tire of the war and negotiate a compromise peace – leaving Japan in control of East Asia.  On December 7, 1941, Japanese airplanes attacked the U.S. Pacific fleet stationed in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, destroying many ships and causing a large number of deaths.  The next day, President Roosevelt asked Congress to declare war on Japan.  Four days later, Germany and Italy, allies of Japan (the Axis Powers), declared war on the United States.  Americans were now engaged in a war on two fronts – in Europe and in the Pacific. 
175- The war effort transformed the home front.  A draft was implemented and all men between 18 and 45 were liable for military service.  For the first time, women could enlist.  One out of every ten Americans served in the war.  The draft and the expansion of production brought a final end to the Great Depression.  Women, African Americans, and other minorities filled the gap in available jobs, as other workers went to war.  The war cost Americans $350 billion – ten times the cost of World War I.  Americans bought war bonds, to be repaid with interest by the government after the war.  The United States changed from a creditor to a debtor nation.
176- Following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066, which permitted the military to circumvent the constitutional safeguards of American citizens in the name of national defense.  The order set into motion the exclusion from certain areas, and the evacuation and mass incarceration of 120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry living on the West Coast, most of who were U.S. citizens or legal permanent resident aliens.   These Japanese Americans, half of whom were children, were incarcerated for up to 4 years, without due process of law or any factual basis, in bleak, remote camps surrounded by barbed wire and armed guards. They were forced to evacuate their homes and leave their jobs; in some cases family members were separated and put into different camps. President Roosevelt himself called the ten facilities “concentration camps.”  Some Japanese Americans died in the camps due to inadequate medical care and the emotional stresses they encountered. Several were killed by military guards posted for allegedly resisting orders.

177- In Korematsu v. United States (December 18, 1944), the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the conviction of Fred Korematsu – a son of Japanese immigrants who was born in Oakland, California – for having violated an exclusion order requiring him to submit to forced relocation during World War II.  The Court upheld the relocations of Japanese Americans during the Second World War.  However, more recently, the U.S. Congress apologized for these forced relocations.
178- Roosevelt decided to focus his energies on defeating Germany first.  By the time the U.S. entered the war, Hitler controlled most of Europe and North Africa.  Hitler made his greatest mistake when he invaded the Soviet Union and declared war on the United States before defeating Britain.  Roosevelt and Churchill promised Stalin they would open a second front against Germany in the west.  Late in 1942, Allied troops landed in North Africa.  After defeating German forces there, the Allies advanced to Sicily and Italy in 1943-1944.  Meanwhile, Soviet forces defeated the German army at Stalingrad and advanced westward toward Germany.
179- On June 6, 1944, D-Day, United States, British and Canadian forces under the supreme command of General Dwight David Eisenhower invaded the Normandy peninsula of France.  After heavy fighting on the beaches, the United States Third Army under command of the flamboyant General George S. Patton broke out at St. Lo.  The French capital, Paris, was captured on August 25.  Another Allied army invaded southern France on August 15.  By September, American forces entered Germany.  In April of 1945, Hitler had committed suicide.  The next months, the Soviets captured Berlin and Germany surrendered.
180- In these same years, the United States was also at war with Japan.  At first, the Japanese made significant gains in Asia and the Pacific.  In 1943, the tide began to turn.  The United States regained naval superiority in the Pacific, and the American forces began “island-hopping” – liberating Pacific islands from Japanese control, one at a time.  Meanwhile, American scientists developed the atomic bomb, which was ready for use by 1945.  With Germany defeated, America was preparing to invade Japan.  Harry Truman, who had become President when Roosevelt died, feared an invasion of Japan might lead to a million American casualties.  Truman decided to use the atomic bomb rather than risk sustaining such losses.  On August 6, an atomic bomb exploded over Hiroshima.  Three days later, Nagasaki was bombed.  Japan surrendered after the second explosion, when U.S. leaders agreed to allow the Japanese emperor to remain on his throne.
181- The Nuremberg Trials were a series of trials held in Nuremberg, Germany in 1945 – 1946, in which former Nazi leaders were indicted and tried as war criminals by the International Military Tribunal. The indictment lodged against them contained four counts: (1) crimes against peace (i.e., the planning, initiating, and waging of wars of aggression in violation of international treaties and agreements), (2) crimes against humanity (i.e., exterminations, deportations, and genocide), (3) war crimes (i.e., violations of the laws of war), and (4) “a common plan or conspiracy to commit” the criminal acts listed in the first three counts.  During the war, Hitler had murdered millions of European Jews and others in the Holocaust.  The liberation of concentration camps revealed the full extent of Nazi brutality.  The Allies put Nazi leaders on trial for “crimes against humanity” in Nuremberg.  Those on trial claimed they were only following orders.  Many were found guilty and were hanged or imprisoned.  The Nuremberg Trials established that individuals are responsible if they commit atrocities, even during war.

182- The occupation of Japan at the end of World War II transformed Japan’s government and society.  General Douglas MacArthur, who commanded the Allied forces in the Pacific, was assigned the task of rebuilding and reforming post-war Japan.  Under his leadership, Japan’s overseas empire was taken away, and military leaders were tried and punished.  Japan renounced nuclear weapons and waging war.  The country was forbidden from having a large army or navy.  A new constitution in 1947 made Japan a democracy.
183- The end of World War II left the United States and Soviet Union as two superpowers in command of the world.  The U.S. had tremendous economic power and control of the atomic bomb.  The Soviet Union had the world’s largest army, which occupied most of Eastern Europe.  Although allies during the war, these two superpowers soon became rivals in the “Cold War.”  The war was “cold” only in the sense that, because of nuclear weapons, the two superpowers never engaged one another in open warfare.  The roots of the Cold War lay in competing ideological systems.  The United States wanted to spread its democratic capitalist system.  The Soviet Union wanted to spread its Communist system.  It was inevitable that these superpowers would soon clash.
184- In early 1945, Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin met at Yalta to plan for the reorganization of Europe after the war.  They agreed to form the United Nations, an international peace-keeping organization to replace the ineffective League of Nations, and to divide Germany into four separate occupation zones (British, French, American, and Soviet).  They also agreed to create democratic governments and to allow free elections in Poland after the war.  However, when Truman met with Stalin at the Potsdam Conference in Germany in 1945, serious differences emerged over Eastern Europe’s future.
185- When Stalin refused to allow free elections in Poland and Truman refused to share the secrets of the atomic bomb, the “Cold War” began in earnest.  Instead of withdrawing, the Soviet army continued to occupy Eastern Europe.  Stalin put Communist puppet governments in power in all of Eastern Europe, making these countries Soviet “satellites.”  As if an “Iron Curtain” had fallen between Eastern and Western Europe, contact between Eastern Europe and Western Europe was limited over the next forty years.
186- One of the most significant events illustrating the separation between the Soviet Union and its former allies occurred in Greece.  In some analyses, it is noted as the first event of the Cold War.  It was precipitated by the economic situation of Western Europe, which was deteriorating rapidly.  In 1947, England announced she could no longer support the Greek government the English had been subsidizing.  A civil war was raging in Greece between the government and Communist forces.  President Truman decided Greece and Turkey should be helped.  Announcing the Truman Doctrine, he asked Congress for funds to aid Greece and Turkey, replacing the aid from England.  The Truman Doctrine declared the United States would aid any free peoples who resisted armed minorities attempting to overthrow an established government.  With this support from the United States, the Greek government defeated the Communist guerrillas.  Throughout the conflict, there was no evidence of direct Soviet support for the Greek Communists.  The acceptance of the Truman Doctrine illustrates the fear of communism, an important factor in Cold War decisions.
187- American leaders responded to the Soviet domination of Eastern Europe by developing the policy of containment.  Under this policy, American leaders would not attempt to overturn Communism where it already existed, but resolved to prevent Communism from spreading to new areas.
188- Along with the Truman Doctrine, 1947 saw the introduction of the Marshall Plan, designed to aid the recovery of the economies of Western European nations still suffering from the war.  The dollars supplied through the Marshall Plan to European nations were to be spent in the United States, which helped business at home.  The Marshall Plan, named for President Truman’s Secretary of State, George C. Marshall, who had served as Chief of Staff of the United States Army during World War II, revitalized the European economy.  In doing so it provided one example of a “counter force” to the Soviets since capitalist or socialist prosperity in Western Europe reduced the attractiveness of communism as an economic system,.  Under George Marshall’s original invitation, Eastern European nations could have joined the Marshall Plan, but none did so at the insistence of the Soviet Union.
189- In 1948, the French, British and Americans decided to merge their occupation zones into a single West German state.  The Soviets reacted to this by announcing a blockade of West Berlin, closing all highway and railroad links to the West.  The Western Allies refused to abandon Berlin, and began a massive airlift to feed and supply the city.  Within a year, Stalin lifted the Soviet blockade.  The Berlin Airlift of 1948 was a success for the Western Allies.

190- Another response following the policy of containment was the establishment of NATO – the North Atlantic Treaty Organization – in 1949 after the ending of the Berlin Blockade.  Breaking with the precedent set by George Washington of not signing peacetime alliances, the United States joined NATO.  United States troops were to be stationed in Europe, guaranteeing that the United States was prepared to counter a military thrust by the Soviet Union into Western Europe.  Concern was expressed that the NATO alliance could involve the United States in war without a declaration of war.  That was not to be the case in Europe, even though the Soviet Union organized her allies into a military alliance, the Warsaw Pact, to counter the strength of NATO. 
191- In 1949, the Communists, led by Mao Zedong, defeated the Nationalist government in China.  Mao then proceeded to create the world’s largest Communist state.  President Truman refused to recognize the Communist government in China.  Using its veto power in the United Nations, the United State prevented admission of Mao’s China to the U.N.
192- After World War II, Korea had been divided into two zones: in North Korea, the Soviets established a Communist government, while South Korea elected a non-Communist government.  In 1950, North Korea invaded South Korea in an attempt to unify the country under Communist rule.  President Truman saw this as similar to earlier Nazi aggression and ordered U.S. forces to South Korea to resist the invasion.  When the Soviet Union boycotted the United Nations, the United States was able to pass a resolution authorizing the operation of U.N. troops in South Korea.  Truman sent General Douglas MacArthur to Korea to command U.N. forces.  MacArthur landed his forces at Inchon.  He then attacked North Korea, bringing the Chinese army into the war.  MacArthur wanted to recapture China from the Communists, by using atomic weapons if needed.  When Truman refused, MacArthur publicly criticized the President.  Truman fired MacArthur, successfully asserting civilian control over the military.  In 1952, Dwight Eisenhower was elected President after pledging that he would end the war in Korea.  An armistice was signed that left Korea, with minor border adjustments, divided as it had been before the war.
193- At the end of the war as the only nuclear power, the United States offered to turn its nuclear secrets over to United Nations supervision with no vetoes allowed.  The United States’ offer was not accepted.  The Soviets objected to international control and particularly to inspection.  Soviet espionage agents gained access to American secrets.  In 1949 the Soviet Union detonated an atomic bomb.  Thus, an arms race had begun.  In 1952, the United States developed the hydrogen bomb, vastly more powerful than the atomic bomb.  The Soviet Union exploded its first hydrogen bomb a year later, showing that the technology gap between the two superpowers was narrowing.
194- Nuclear weapons acted as a deterrent – the Soviet Union would be deterred from attacking because if it did, the United States would destroy the Soviet Union with its nuclear weapons.  The threat of massive retaliation cost less than a large conventional military force, but it was also less flexible.  American leaders soon realized that in most situations nuclear weapons could not be used.  Mass destruction could only be justified if the nation’s survival were at stake.
195- In 1956, the Soviet Union launched the first satellite, Sputnik, into space.  It was clear that the Soviets were developing the ability to launch nuclear missiles that could strike the United States.  This prompted the United States to send its own satellite into space in 1958, and the “Space Race” began.

196- As the Cold War grew more intense, Americans became very concerned with internal security.  President Truman ordered the establishment of Loyalty Review Boards to investigate individual “un-American” acts, such as participation in organizations like the American Communist Party.  Congress conducted its own loyalty checks through the House Un-American Activities Committee.
197- In 1950, Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were indicted for selling secret information about the atomic bomb to the Soviet Union.  The Rosenbergs were executed for treason, even though many Americans had doubts about their guilt.  The Rosenbergs were the first American civilians to be executed for espionage and the first to suffer that penalty during peacetime.

198-   In 1950 Republican Senator Joseph McCarthy from Wisconsin used the national mood to project himself onto the political stage as a major player.  In a speech he claimed he had the names of 205 Communists in the State Department.  He never produced the names and kept changing the numbers, but he captured national attention.  McCarthy then expanded his accusations to include scholars and the United States Army.  His accusations against the Army led to a Senate hearing.  It was televised nationally – the first Senate hearing to get such publicity.  McCarthy’s tactics at the hearing disgusted many viewers, who responded favorably to the Army’s Chief legal counsel, Joseph Welch.  The hearings backfired.  No clear proof of misdeeds by the army was produced, so McCarthy’s case was destroyed.  In 1954, the Senate censored McCarthy for discrediting the Senate.  The Senate never condemned McCarthy for the methods he used, which violated the Bill of Rights.  The term McCarthyism has come to mean making wild accusations without proof.  McCarthyism showed the extent of anxiety caused by the Cold War.

199- One of the most important developments of the 1950s and 1960s was the struggle for equal rights by African Americans.  The United States had once held out the promise of equality to African Americans at the end of the Civil War, but this promise had been cut short in the aftermath of Reconstruction.  In 1947, Jackie Robinson became the first African-American baseball player to cross the “color line” and join the major leagues.  The next year, President Truman signed an executive order to desegregate the armed forces and end racial discrimination in the hiring practices of the federal government.  
200-   In Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (May 17, 1954), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled unanimously (9–0) that racial segregation in public schools violated the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution, which prohibits the states from denying equal protection of the laws to any person within their jurisdictions. The decision declared that separate educational facilities for white and African American students were inherently unequal. It thus rejected as inapplicable to public education the “separate but equal” doctrine, advanced by the Supreme Court in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), according to which laws mandating separate public facilities for whites and African Americans do not violate the equal-protection clause if the facilities are approximately equal. Although the 1954 decision strictly applied only to public schools, it implied that segregation was not permissible in other public facilities. Considered one of the most important rulings in the court’s history, Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka helped to inspire the American civil rights movement of the late 1950s and 1960s.

201- In Montgomery, Alabama, in December 1955, the Civil Rights Movement took a new direction away from the courts and into direct action.  Rosa Parks, a tired seamstress who had worked for the N.A.A.C.P., refused to give up her seat to a white man on the city’s segregated private bus line.  Local African-American leaders had been waiting for an opportunity to make a case against segregated buses.  When Rosa Parks was arrested, they began court proceedings, and at the same time a bus boycott was organized by African-Americans in Montgomery.  African-Americans, who far outnumbered whites as riders, stayed off the buses for almost a year.  A young minister, Martin Luther King. Jr., emerged as the spokesperson for the boycott and went on to become a leader and hero of the Civil Rights Movement until his assassination in 1968.
202- Since education is a local concern in America and controlled by local governments and school boards, each community with segregated schools had to determine how to integrate them.  The struggle was fought throughout the South and later in northern cities, where housing patterns created all or nearly all African-American urban schools.  Since the 1950s, federal courts have played an important role in desegregation and in the protection of individual rights.  School integration has not come easily, and there are still examples of de facto segregation in schools.  An early example of a failed attempt to integrate schools in the South is Little Rock, Arkansas.  Arkansas, on the edge of the South, does not have as large an African-American population or as strong a tradition of segregations as states further south, but when in 1957 the city school board selected nine outstanding young African-Americans to enter the white high school, rioting occurred.  At first Governor Orville Faubus ordered in the Arkansas National Guard to stop the students’ entry.  When one teenage African-American girl alone tried to enter the school, a mob was ready to lynch her, but a white woman got her away safely.  President Eisenhower was slow to act.  His personal stance on civil rights and his style of presidential leadership opposed strong federal intervention.  Finally, however, Eisenhower sent in federal troops: the Little Rock Nine completed the year with the troops protecting them.  The public schools, however, were closed for the next two years rather than continue with integration.
203- In 1960, African-American students held a “sit-in” at a “Whites Only” lunch counter in North Carolina.  The tactic was soon copied throughout the South by students who supported the Civil Rights Movement.  In 1961, interracial groups rode interstate and local buses in Freedom Rides throughout the South.  These Freedom Riders sought to create confrontations in the hope that the federal government would intervene.
204- In 1963, Dr. King and other Civil Rights leaders called for a March on Washington in support of a new civil Rights bill pending in Congress.  A quarter of a million people attended the march.  King gave his famous “I Have A Dream” speech, in which he looked forward to the day when Americans of all colors would live together peacefully.

205- In 1964, President Johnson was able to push a bill through Congress.  The bill prohibited discrimination based on race, religion, or ethnic origin in hotels and in places of employment doing business with the federal government.  The act cut off federal money to districts with segregated schools.  In addition, the federal government was given power to register voters and to establish a commission to enforce the act.  The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was a turning point in the Civil Rights Movement.  After the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Civil Rights leaders turned their energies to registering black voters and encouraging them to vote.  The Twenty-fourth Amendment (1964) eliminated poll taxes in federal elections.  The following year, the Voting Rights Act (1965) ended poll taxes and suspended literacy tests where they were being used to prevent African Americans from voting.
206- In 1965, President Johnson signed an executive order requiring employers with federal contracts to raise the number of their minority and female employees to correct past imbalances.  Affirmative action programs also increased minority representation in colleges and the professions.  Although this was upheld by the Supreme Court in University of California v. Bakke (1978), many affirmative action programs have been phased out over time as America has moved towards a more pluralistic society.
207- In the meantime, new leaders were emerging in the ghettos of the North, where almost three-quarters of African-Americans lived.  The most prominent was Malcolm X, a leader of the Black Muslims.  Malcolm X and other Black Muslim leaders were preaching a new approach to gaining equality.  They called on African-Americans to be sober and thrifty and to seize freedom.  They inspired and encouraged self-awareness and a sense of self-respect and power for people in the ghettos.  They also spoke of using violence as a legitimate response to oppression rather than using civil disobedience.

208- The Black Panthers were organized in 1966 to patrol the streets in the ghettos.  They quickly became urban revolutionaries and used violence to call attention to the conditions in the ghetto.  In 1968, Stokely Carmichael joined the Black Panthers organization as the Prime Minister.  Stokely Carmichael spoke of the need to achieve Black Power.  The Black Power movement emphasized the need for African-Americans to gain political and economic power.
209- Dwight D. Eisenhower was President of the United States from 1953 to 1960.  In addition to witnessing the beginning of the Civil Rights Movement, the 1950s were a period or recovery and economic growth.  President Eisenhower’s years in office were marked by several important developments: a housing boom – this was a time of high birth rates, known as the “baby boom” and this boom and the G.I. Bill, which helped veterans get mortgages, led developers to build cheaper, mass-produced housing as home ownership increased by 50%; prosperity – the demand for consumer goods reached all-time highs as the gross domestic product doubled from 1945 to 1960 and America dominated world trade; and conformity – in the late 1950s, there was a greater emphasis on conformity as fear of Communism strengthened the dislike of non-conformist attitudes.

210- In 1960, John F. Kennedy was elected President.  As part of his New Frontier, Kennedy proposed a tax cut to stimulate the economy, the creation of Medicare, civil rights legislation, and increased aid to education.  Only the tax cut was passed by Congress.  One of the greatest challenges Kennedy faced was the establishment of a Communist government by Fidel Castro in Cuba, only 90 miles from the coast of Florida.  John F. Kennedy brought to the White House an aura of youthful idealism.  He surrounded himself with bright young advisors.  In spite of the new spirit in the White House, Kennedy had little success in getting Congress to pass major domestic legislation that he suggested as part of his New Frontier.  Kennedy’s idealism and goals for America are illustrated in his inaugural address and in his establishment of the Peace Corps, in which young Americans worked as volunteers on projects in undeveloped countries to aid the people, not the government, of those countries.  Kennedy provided a national purpose when, responding to the Soviet challenge in space, he called on the nation to place a man on the moon by the end of the decade.  Tragically, on a political campaign trip to Dallas, Texas, Kennedy was assassinated on November 22, 1963.  Lee Harvey Oswald was arrested as the suspect but was shot and killed by Jack Ruby while being transferred from jail.  The events of the assassination traumatized the nation and plunged it into a period of grief and mourning.
211- In 1961, Cuban exiles, trained in the United States, invaded Cuba at the Bay of Pigs.  Kennedy, fearing Soviet involvement, refused to give them air support and they were defeated by Castro’s army.  This was a major foreign policy failure for the Kennedy Administration.

212- In 1962, the United States discovered that Cuba was secretly trying to build bases for Soviet nuclear missiles.  Kennedy imposed a naval blockade on Cuba and threatened to invade if the missiles were not withdrawn.  For several days the world stood on the brink of nuclear war.  Soviet leader Khrushchev agreed to withdraw the missiles for a pledge that the United States would not invade Cuba.  The Cuban Missile Crisis was a major foreign policy success for the Kennedy Administration.
213- The nation was shocked when Kennedy was assassinated on November 22, 1963 while visiting Dallas, Texas.  Vice President Lyndon Johnson was immediately sworn in as the next President.  As President, Johnson proposed to Congress the most far-ranging legislation since the New Deal.  Johnson’s aim was to turn the United States into a “Great Society” by opening up opportunities for all citizens and improving the quality of American life.  Johnson passed a broad program of civil rights legislation including the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.  Social Security was expanded to provide medical care, hospital insurance, and post-hospital nursing for people over age 65 with the Medicare Act of 1965.  Johnson called for a “war on poverty.”  He created new programs to help the poor, such as the Job Corps to train underprivileged youths, and a domestic “Peace Corps” to help in depressed areas.  Money was also provided for urban planning, slum clearance, rental assistance to the poor, and the reconstruction of buildings.  Despite these Great Society programs, many Americans remained in poverty.  The high cost of spending caused by U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War eventually forced Johnson to withdraw much of the funding for his new domestic programs.
214- In the 1960s and 1970s, many young people adopted a spirit of rebelliousness.  They challenged the materialism of those in charge of American society.  They were shocked at the Establishment’s indifference to poverty and other problems.  The new “youth culture” experimented openly with drugs and sex.  They adopted new fashions to set them apart from traditional styles.  In the late 1960s, many youths focused on American involvement in Vietnam.  By 1968, millions of young people were actively protesting the war.  Protests continued until the United States withdrew from the war in 1973.

215- The Women’s Liberation or Feminist Movement of the 1960s also transformed American society.  Unlike the earlier Suffrage Movement, which focused on securing the vote, the Women’s Liberation Movement of the 1960s was directed at achieving economic and social equality.  Many women were dissatisfied with their roles as housewives and sought to express themselves in careers and work.  Feminists such as Betty Friedan provided leadership.  Ms. Friedan’s book, The Feminine Mystique, revealed the frustration many women felt at being restricted to homemaking and motherhood.  Sex education course began to be taught in the schools.  Birth control pills protected women from pregnancy.  As a result of affirmative action, universities could no longer discriminate on the basis of gender in their admissions policy.  As a result, colleges became co-educational and hired women professors.  Gender equality was achieved in military academies (West Point and Annapolis) and in law and medical schools.  In 1963, Congress passed the “Equal Pay” Act requiring companies to pay women the same as men for the same work.  Feminists introduced the title Ms. to replace Miss and Mrs.  They opposed sexist language (“policeman” and “fireman”) and textbooks that ignored women’s contributions to society.  They lobbied Congress for more funds to research women’s diseases.

216- In the Supreme Court case of Roe v. Wade (1973), the U.S. Supreme Court held the unduly restrictive state regulation of abortion to be unconstitutional. In a 7 – 2 vote the Supreme Court held that a set of Texas statutes criminalizing abortion in most instances violated a woman’s constitutional right of privacy, which the court found implicit in the liberty guarantee of the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.  Since many states had laws banning abortion and feminists believed that women should have the right to choose whether or not to have an abortion, Roe v. Wade was a significant case.  While abortion became one of the most divisive issues in American history, the Court ruled that women’s constitutional right to privacy guaranteed the right to an abortion in early pregnancy.  “Pro-choice” groups advocate a woman’s right to privacy and a woman’s right to abortion.  “Pro-life” groups believe that human life begins at conception and oppose the Roe v. Wade ruling.
217- The demand for change was particularly strong among young African Americans who believed progress was not being achieved fast enough.  In the North, African Americans faced segregation based on residential living patterns.  Many were confined to inner cities.  In 1968, Martin Luther King was assassinated.  For three summers, rioters in cities across the nation smashed windows, overturned cars, and began fires.  The Kerner Commission, investigating the unrest, found the lack of job opportunities for African Americans, urban poverty and racism to be the chief factors behind the riots.  The militants believed in Black Power.  New groups challenged traditional, non-violent organizations like the N.A.A.C.P.  Black Panthers demanded reparations for centuries of discrimination. Black Muslims believed African Americans should have their own state.  Malcolm X, a Black Muslim, argued for meeting violence with violence, but he moderated his views after a pilgrimage to Mecca.  He urged blacks to control their own communities.  He was assassinated by rival Muslims in 1965.
218- The Civil Rights Act banned discrimination against Native American Indians.  In 1970, President Nixon announced the government would honor its treaty obligations, but many tribes still felt mistreated.  Under the slogan “Red Power,” they formed the American Indian Movement (A.I.M.).  Their leaders sought respect for the Indian heritage.  They introduced the term “Native American” and protested racial biases and stereotypes against their ethnic group.  To bring attention to their cause, they temporarily occupied government property like Alcatraz Island in California.
219- Under Chief Justice Earl Warren, the Supreme Court became a major instrument of social change – protecting individual rights, minority groups and those accused of crimes.  In Mapp v. Ohio (1961), the Supreme Court ruled that evidence obtained by the police through an illegal search could not be used in court.  In Baker v. Carr (1962), the Court ruled that legislative districts must be reapportioned on the basis of “one man, one vote” since rural areas tended to be over-represented and cities under-represented due to shifting population patterns with the passing of time (i.e. more people migrated to cities).  In Gideon v. Wainwright (1963), the Court ruled that states must provide a free lawyer to any criminal defendant facing imprisonment who could not afford one.  In Miranda v. Arizona (1966), a man confessed to a rape without being informed that he could have a lawyer present.  The Court overturned his conviction, ruling that the police must inform suspects of their “Miranda” rights: to remain silent, to have a lawyer present during questioning, and that what they say can be used against them.
220- Vietnam was once a French colony in Indochina.  In 1954, the Vietnamese defeated the French.  At the Geneva Conference that followed, Vietnam was divided into two.  The country was to be reunited after elections were held in 1956.  South Vietnamese leaders later refused to hold the elections, however, since they feared elections in the North would not be free.  South Vietnamese Communists (Vietcong), with North Vietnamese support, began a guerrilla war against the government of South Vietnam.  Kennedy, responding to requests from the South Vietnamese government for help, sent aid and 16,000 military advisers to train the Vietnamese army to fight the Vietcong.  U.S. leaders believed in the domino theory: they thought if South Vietnam fell to Communism, other Southeast Asian countries might also fall, like a row of dominos.

221-   In 1964, President Johnson announced that the North Vietnamese had attacked U.S. ships in the Gulf of Tonkin.  Congress gave the President power to stop this aggression.  Johnson used the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution to escalate the war, ordering massive bombing raids of North Vietnam.  He also sent more combat troops to South Vietnam.  Despite the large American force, the Vietcong launched the Tet Offensive in South Vietnam in 1968, seizing many cities. This convinced Americans that victory was far off.  The war grew increasingly unpopular, and opponents held demonstrations and rallies.
222- During Nixon’s term the war dragged on for five more years.  Under his “Vietnamization” policy, the South Vietnamese army gradually took over the brunt of fighting, allowing U.S. forces to gradually withdraw.  In 1973, Nixon’s negotiators in Paris worked out a cease-fire agreement with the North Vietnamese.  After the U.S. withdrew, fighting continued.  South Vietnam fell to Communist forces in 1975, and Vietnam was reunited under Communist rule.  After the war, Congress passed the War Powers Act (1973) which limited the President’s power to involve the nation in armed conflict without a formal declaration of war by Congress. The act required the President to inform Congress within 48 hours of sending troops to fight overseas.  If within 60 days Congress did not approve the use of these forces, the President must withdraw the troops.
223- Nixon was President from 1969 to 1974.  Nixon believed that federal social programs were often inefficient, and that most social problems were best dealt with at the local level.  Under his policy of New Federalism, Nixon reversed the trend of increasing federal control by turning over some federal tax revenues to state governments.  The early 1970s saw rising inflation.  Nixon cut spending on social programs and imposed wage and price controls.  These attempts to control inflation proved unsuccessful.
224- President Nixon believed the President’s major role was to direct the country’s foreign policy.  Ever since the Communist Revolution in China in 1949, U.S. leaders had refused to establish diplomatic relations with the Chinese.  Instead, they treated the Nationalist Chinese government on Taiwan as the official government of China.  Nixon finally visited mainland China and restored diplomatic relations with the Chinese.  Nixon also introduced Détente – a relaxing of tensions – with the Soviet Union.  In 1972, Nixon visited Moscow and singed the SALT I Accord, which limited the development of certain types of missile systems.
225- In spite of his brilliant moves in foreign policy, Nixon did not trust either the American people or his own abilities to appeal to them.  He resorted to underhanded and illegal measures, apparently convinced they were the only way to protect the nation from those he perceived as radicals and un-American – the student protesters, the civil rights leaders, the hippies, and those not part of the “silent majority.”  Nixon even had an “enemies” list – a classic example of dividing the world into us and them.  On June 17, 1972, during the presidential campaign, five men were caught after breaking into the Democratic Party headquarters at the Watergate apartment complex in Washington.  On June 22, Nixon said his administration was in no way involved in the Watergate break-in.  Thus began the Watergate scandal and cover-up.  It would unwind slowly over the next two years and culminated in the resignation of President Nixon.
226- In 1973 Spiro Agnew resigned as Vice President when it was discovered he had taken bribes while serving as Governor of Maryland.  Under the Twenty-fifth Amendment, Nixon appointed Congressman Gerald Ford to replace Agnew as Vice-President.    The Twenty-fifth amendment (1967) to the Constitution of the United States set forth succession rules relating to vacancies and disabilities of the office of the president and of the vice president. It was proposed by the U.S. Congress on July 6, 1965, and it was ratified on February 10, 1967.

227- In 1972, a group of former CIA agents, working for Nixon’s re-election, were caught breaking into Democratic Party headquarters at the Watergate complex in Washington, D.C. Nixon tried to cover up an investigation of the break-in on the grounds of national security.  In Senate hearings, it was revealed that Nixon secretly recorded all his White House conversations.  When the Senate Committee asked to hear the tapes, Nixon refused, claiming executive privilege.  The Supreme Court ruled that Nixon must turn over the tapes, reaffirming the principle that no one is above the law.  The tapes revealed that Nixon had lied when he said he was not involved in the cover-up.  Fearing impeachment, Nixon became the first President ever to resign.
228- When Nixon resigned, Gerald Ford became president, the first not elected by the Electoral College.  He nominated Governor Nelson Rockefeller, long time spokesperson of the more liberal wing of the Republican Party, as his vice president.  One of Ford’s first acts was to pardon Nixon for any crimes he had committed.  This caused severe public criticism.  As President, Ford’s main worries were over the economy.  The nation suffered from stagflation – high unemployment because of a stagnant economy, and high inflation.  The problem was caused by the reduction in government defense spending after the Vietnam War and by drastic increases in international oil prices.  In 1975, South Vietnam finally fell to the Communists.  Ford had asked Congress for funds to try to save the South Vietnamese government, but Congress refused.  Ford continued Nixon’s policy of détente with the Soviet Union.  In 1975, the U.S., the Soviet Union and other nations signed the Helsinki Accords, recognizing post-World War II borders and pledging to respect human rights.   During the Ford Presidency, the OPEC oil embargo pushed inflation from 3 percent in 1972 to 11 percent in 1974.  Baby boomers needed jobs at a time when Americans were rejecting gas-guzzling cars made in Detroit because of high oil prices.  Increased foreign competition, particularly from Japan in autos and electronics, hurt the economy.  Many new jobs were added, but they were in service industries – restaurants and selling – rather than in heavy manufacturing. 

229- Democrat Jimmy Carter was elected President as an “outsider” who promised to clean up Washington.  Carter was President of the United States from 1977 to 1981.  Like Ford, Carter’s chief problems were economic.  The U.S. was heavily dependent on imported oil.  As oil prices skyrocketed, inflation went over 10%, interest rates rose to 20%, and unemployment grew.  To deal with the crisis, Carter created the Department of Energy and increased the nation’s fuel reserves.  Carter sought a special tax on large automobiles and the power to ration gasoline, but Congress refused.  High oil prices and shortages continued throughout the Carter years.  Carter cut federal spending, but inflation did not come down until two years into the Reagan Presidency.

230-  President Carter made human rights a high priority: he condemned apartheid in South Africa, pressured the Soviet Union to allow Jews to emigrate, and cut aid to dictatorships that violated human rights.  Carter also signed a treaty returning the Panama Canal to Panama in 1999 (the Panama Canal Treaty).  In 1977, Carter invited Egypt’s President Anwar Sadat and Israel’s Prime Minister Menachem Begin to Camp David, where an agreement was reached.  Israel returned the Sinai Peninsula to Egypt in exchange for a peace treaty and the establishment of normal relations.
231- The Shah of Iran was a brutal dictator, but also a U.S. ally.  In 1978, widespread demonstrations broke out against the Shah.  When he fled the country, religious leaders hostile to Western influences seized control.  They resented America for helping the Shah and backing Israel.  In retaliation, Iranian students seized the staff of the U.S. embassy in Iran, holding them hostage for 444 days.  Negotiations finally led to their release, but only on the day Ronald Reagan became President. 

232- Carter was defeated by Ronald Reagan in the Presidential election of 1980.  Reagan believed strongly that individuals and businesses were better able to solve economic problems than the government was.  Reagan supported the policy of New Federalism first begun under President Nixon.  Reagan tried to solve stagflation with supply-side economics.  He believed a large supply of goods would decrease prices and stop inflation.  Under “Reaganomics,” he cut taxes on businesses and the wealthy.  He felt these groups would invest their tax savings to raise productivity and increase employment, resulting in benefits that would “trickle down” to other groups.  To finance the tax cut, Reagan reduced spending on welfare and disability programs.  He also eliminated many regulations on industry.  Reagan increased military spending, which he financed by borrowing.  This spending stimulated the economy, but led to an increased federal deficit and doubled the national debt.
233- Reagan set out to rebuild American confidence in the aftermath of Vietnam and Watergate.  He believed that the United States should continue to act as the world’s defender of freedom and democracy.  In 1983, Reagan sent U.S. Marines to the island of Grenada to defeat Communists who had taken control.  The action showed Reagan’s willingness to use force to protect Americans on the island and to prevent the Soviet Union from exporting Communism to countries in the Western Hemisphere.  To carry out this new foreign policy, Reagan sharply increased military spending.
234- In 1986, President Reagan announced the Reagan Doctrine – the U.S. would no longer just contain Communism, but would roll it back by aiding anti-Communist “freedom fighters.”  Under this policy, the Reagan Administration secretly sold arms to Iran.  Profits from the sale were used to support the “Contra” rebels fighting the Communist government of Nicaragua, even though Congress had passed a law forbidding aid to the Contras.  An investigation cleared the President but led to several Reagan officials being sent to prison.  The Iran-Contra Affair was a political scandal in which the National Security Council (NSC) became involved in secret weapons transactions and other activities that either were prohibited by the U.S. Congress or violated the stated public policy of the government.

235- The last years of Reagan’s Presidency saw the beginning of an end to the Cold War.  The economic failures of Communism forced Soviet leaders to introduce new reforms.  Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev agreed to withdraw troops from Afghanistan and to allow a peaceful transition to democracy in Eastern Europe.  Reagan and Gorbachev held a series of summit conferences, and signed an agreement to dismantle thousands of nuclear missiles.
236- Reagan’s Vice President, George H.W. Bush, campaigned in the 1988 election on a promise to continue Reagan’s policies, but with an emphasis on improving education, fighting drug use, and greater compassion for the poor and the disadvantaged.  In 1990, Bush signed the Americans with Disabilities Act prohibiting discrimination against people with disabilities in the areas of employment and public accommodations.  Bush’s greatest domestic challenge was to reduce the growing budget deficit.  He was blamed when the nation slipped into a recession in 1990.

237- Bush proved more successful in his foreign policy initiatives.  In 1989, Bush sent U.S. forces to Panama against the drug-dealing dictator Manuel Noriega.  Noriega was taken to the United States and convicted on drug charges.  However, the most important event of the Bush Presidency was the end of the Cold War.  From 1989 to 1991, Eastern Europe moved from Communism to democracy, the Berlin Wall was torn down, and East and West Germany were reunited.  Gorbachev’s reforms set in motion a series of events that, by 1991, led to the collapse of the Soviet Union and its replacement by the Commonwealth of Independent States.
238- The Gulf War (1990 – 1991) was Bush’s greatest single foreign policy success.  In 1990, Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait, seizing its vast oil wealth and extending Iraq’s borders.  Hussein refused demands by the United Nations to withdraw.  In response, U.N. forces under U.S. leadership attacked Iraq.  The invasion quickly succeeded.  In February 1991, all Iraqi troops were driven out of Kuwait, and Hussein agreed to pay Kuwait for damages.  President Bush declared a cease-fire.  The crisis was significant as the first major challenge to world order since the end of the Cold War.  American influence was greatly enhanced by U.S. success in the Gulf War.  Bush used the upsurge in American prestige to bring about peace talks between Israel and its Arab neighbors in late 1991.
239- Partly due to the recession, Bush lost the election of 1992 to Bill Clinton.  Clinton promised health care reform, but could not get a plan through Congress.  However, his economic policies and advances in computer technology were successful in restoring the economy.  By the end of his Presidency (1993 – 2001), the economy was enjoying its best period in history – employment and business profits were at all-time highs, and the government had a series of budget surpluses.
240- The scandal that drew the most attention during the Clinton Presidency began when Paula Jones, an Arkansas State employee accused Clinton of sexual misconduct in 1991 and sued him while he was president.  The Supreme Court rejected Clinton’s plea to postpone the case until the end of his term and required that he give testimony.  In the course of the investigation information emerged concerning a possible sexual affair between Monica Lewinsky, a former White House intern, and the president.  After finding Clinton had lied about the relationship under oath, the prosecutor recommended impeachment.  The House voted along party lines to impeach the President, but the Senate vote fell short of the two-thirds required to convict him.
241- Clinton pushed the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) through Congress.  First proposed during the Bush Administration, it created a trade association between the U.S., Canada, and Mexico.  NAFTA is a free trade association and has eliminated most tariffs and other trade barriers on products and services passing between the United States, Canada, and Mexico.  When Serb nationalists persecuted Muslims in Kosovo, Clinton spearheaded the use of NATO forces to bomb Serbia, and ended the bloodshed.  Clinton was a tireless negotiator in the peace talks between Israel and the Palestinians.  He tried using economic threats against China to force them to improve their human rights, but he abandoned this approach when it met with little success.

242- The 2000 election proved the closest in U.S. history.  On election night it was clear that Al Gore had carried the Northeast (except New Hampshire) and Pacific Coast and scattered states in the Midwest.  He was ahead in the popular and electoral votes, but three states were too close to call – Oregon, New Mexico, and Florida.  George W. Bush, son of former President H.W. Bush, had won the entire South and many states in the Mountain West and the large states of Missouri, Ohio, and Indiana.  Finally, the election depended on who carried Florida and its 25 electoral votes.  On November 8, Bush led in Florida by 1,784 votes.  However, a recount of machine-cast votes cut the lead to 327.  There appeared to be some irregularities in ballot design and punching of ballots.  The two candidates then resorted to lawsuits to seek recounts or to block them as seemed best for their side.  The Florida Supreme Court became involved.  Finally, the U.S. Supreme Court took the case on December 12 voted 5 – 4 in Bush v. Gore to end the Florida recount.  In effect, this gave Florida’s electoral votes to Bush, for a total of 271 to Gore’s 266.  Thus, Bush was elected president although Gore had won the popular vote.  Gore conceded the election.  After five weeks of uncertainty, the nation had a new president.  The Court’s decision was accepted.  

243- As President, George W. Bush pushed through tax cuts to stimulate a lagging economy.  He also introduced the No Child Left Behind Act, requiring states to test students in both English and mathematics.  However, the most dramatic event of Bush’s presidency occurred on September 11, 2001 when terrorists from the radical Islamic al-Qaeda network hijacked U.S. airliners and crashed them into the Pentagon and the World Trade Center.  About three thousand people were killed.  Bush immediately declared a “War on Terrorism.”  Federal agents replaced private security agents at U.S. airports and the Office of Homeland Security was created.  When the Taliban government of Afghanistan refused to hand over al-Qaeda’s leader, Osama bin Laden, the U.S. invaded Afghanistan.  This action led to the overthrow of the Taliban, and to the destruction of terrorist bases there.
244- Bush and other world leaders also insisted that Saddam Hussein of Iraq prove he had no biological, chemical, or nuclear weapons of mass destruction (WMD) that he might supply to terrorists.  Iraq repeatedly denied it had any such weapons.  France, Germany, and Russia recommended that U.N. inspectors be given more time to search for such weapons.  In March 2003, President Bush issued an ultimatum, giving Hussein 48 hours to resign and leave Iraq.  When Hussein refused, the U.S., Great Britain, and their allies attacked.  Air strikes quickly destroyed Iraq’s ability to wage war.  U.S. forces entered Baghdad in early April, and Hussein’s regime collapsed.  Hussein was captured in December 2003, brought to trial, and eventually executed.  Despite these successes, Iraq’s occupation proved difficult, with repeated terrorist attacks on coalition forces.  Meanwhile, religious and ethnic rivalries continue to divide the Iraqi people.
245- The inauguration of Barack Obama as the 44th president of the United States was of great significance in American history – President Obama was the first African-American president in the nation’s history.  President Obama has had to address economic and domestic concerns.  He has also reformed health care.  In 2009, President Obama was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize “for his extraordinary efforts to strengthen international diplomacy and cooperation between peoples.”

246- The United States, like all nations, has faced environmental problems.  Some of these problems include: global warming – some pollutants in the atmosphere prevent heat from escaping into space and this greenhouse effect may permanently raise temperatures enough to cause farmland to become desert, or polar ices to melt, raising ocean levels; acid rain – when coal and oil are burned, they emit pollutants into the atmosphere and many pollutants released by industry and automobile exhaust turn into acids, which get washed out of the air when it rains only to return to the ground in a highly toxic form killing fish and destroying forests; thinning of the ozone layer – the ozone layer absorbs dangerous ultraviolent radiation from the sun, which would otherwise cause skin cancer and other diseases and the ozone layer had been rapidly eroded by widespread fluorocarbon use; water pollution – as cities become more crowded their ability to handle increased sewage and water is strained thus leading to the dumping of raw sewage into nearby lakes and rivers, contaminating drinking water.  Americans became more aware of environmental problems when Rachel Carson wrote Silent Spring in 1962.  Ms. Carson’s book called attention to the use of pesticides in agriculture and the damage they had done.  Her book was a stimulus to the growth of environmental awareness.
247- Americans face new challenges from a changing population.  The south and west are attracting increasing numbers of people, straining existing water and power supplies.  America is becoming more diverse, especially with the growth of the Hispanic population and rising levels of immigration.  Americans are also living longer.  Medical advances have increased the number of people who live into their 70s and 80s.  As the “baby boomers” (those born between 1945 and 1965) begin to retire, there is concern that the Social Security system will not have enough money to fund their retirements.
248- The United States began as an agricultural nation and then evolved to an industrial power.  In the last fifty years, however, the nation has been shifting from an industrial economy to a “post-industrial” or service economy.  Americans are now more likely to work as salespeople, computer programmers, bank tellers or teachers than as factory workers.  Much of the increased productivity of the economy in the 1990s was due to computers.  The Internet, a worldwide linking of computers, makes it easier to communicate and find information.
249- The most significant developments in American culture in the immediate postwar years resulted from the growth of the television industry.  The changes were as significant and complex as were those stemming from the introduction of the automobile in the first half of the 20th century and of the computer in the last quarter of the century.  Everyone has heard statistics of how many hours of television high school graduates have seen or children have viewed before entering kindergarten.  Specific numbers vary, but they are always staggering and in the thousands of hours.  Yet in 1945 there were only 7,000 TV sets in the nation, illustrating how different were the experiences of childhood and adolescence of those born before World War II and those born after.  By 1960 there were 50 million television sets in the country.  Television provided shared experiences for Americans but it also can reinforce conformity.
250- The Environmental Movement in the United States has had a long history.  It began as a conservation movement at the start of the 20th century and was led by people like John Muir who founded the Sierra Club as an environmental group in 1897 and President Theodore Roosevelt who established the first national parks.  Over the years it has included diverse groups who have focused on issues from saving the rain forests to the clean up of toxic waste dumps.  After World War II, the primary focus was on restoring and maintaining a clean environment.  Groups as diverse as the World Wildlife Fund and Greenpeace were formed to call attention to various aspects of environmental concerns.  Rachel Carson in Silent Spring (1962) called attention to the use of pesticides in agriculture and the damage they had done.  It was a stimulus to the growth of environmental awareness.  In 1970 the first Earth Day was organized to draw attention to the environment.

